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Kerala HC junks plea challenging Padma 
award to SNDP leader 

                                         

                                          

 A Public Interest Litigation (PIL) alleging that 
the Padma Bhushan award granted to Sree Narayana 
Dharma Paripalana Yogam (SNDP) leader 
Vellappally Natesan was illegal as there are a host of 
criminal cases pending against him, was dismissed by 
the Kerala High Court on Wednesday. 

                               उस       

       (PIL)                 ,   स    ह            
                                      (SNDP)         
                                               ह , 
      उ                                   ह   

 

Sree Narayana Guru Dharma Paripalana (SNDP) Movement 

 The SNDP movement was initiated by Sree Narayana Guru Swamy (1856-1928) to challenge the caste 

hierarchy and promote social equality among the Ezhavas of Kerala. 

 The Ezhavas were traditionally engaged in toddy-tapping and were considered untouchables. They 

faced severe discrimination, including denial of education and temple entry. 

 The Ezhavas constituted 26% of Kerala's population, making them the largest caste group in the state. 

 

Aruvippuram Movement (1888) 

 

 In 1888, Sree Narayana Guru consecrated a Sivalinga at Aruvippuram on Shivaratri, taking a stone 

from the Neyyar River. 

 This act was a revolutionary step to demonstrate that idol consecration was not the monopoly of 

upper castes. 

 The movement attracted Kumaran Asan, a renowned poet, who became a disciple of Sree Narayana 

Guru. 

 

Formation of SNDP Yogam (1903) 

 In 1903, the Aruvippuram Sree Narayana Guru Dharma Paripalana Yogam (SNDP) was registered. 

 Sree Narayana Guru was made the permanent chairman, and Kumaran Asan was appointed as the 

general secretary. 

 

Role of Dr. Palpu 

 

 Dr. Palpu, an Ezhava doctor, played a crucial role in the formation of the SNDP. He led the Ezhava 

Memorial (1896) and Malayali Memorial (1891), demanding social and educational rights for Ezhavas. 
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Area of Reform of Sree Narayana Guru 

 Sree Narayana Guru held the belief that all religions are the same and advocated for equality and 

social harmony. 

 He condemned animal sacrifice and spoke against divisiveness based on caste, race, or creed. 

 On the wall of the Aruvippuram Temple, he inscribed the words: “Devoid of dividing walls of caste or 

race, or hatred of rival faith, we all live here in brotherhood.” 

 He urged the Ezhava community to leave the toddy-tapping profession and abstain from liquor 

consumption.  
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02J7 Over 99% of births, deaths registered in 2024: report 

      : 2024    99%             औ                    

 
 
 

Over 99% of births, deaths 
registered in 2024: report 

      : 2024    99%             

औ                    

 India‟s latest Civil 
Registration System (CRS) 2024 

data, released on Wednesday, suggest 
that registration is improving across 
the country, and that the sex ratio at 
birth is improving in some places, but 

progress remains uneven across the 
States and Union Territories. 

                               

                    (CRS) 2024    
            ह                         

          स     ह   ह  ह                
                           ह   ह   ह , 
            औ                         

            स        ह   ह   
 India‟s sex ratio at birth is 

917 females per 1,000 males, 
meaning that 917 girls are born for 
every 1,000 boys. 

                               

1,000         917         ह ,       

      1,000                917               ह    ह   
 While there is no surprise in the strong performance of Kerala (970 females per 1,000 

males) when it comes to sex ratio at birth, other States and Union Territories such as 
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Arunachal Pradesh (1,050), Andaman and Nicobar Islands (984), Meghalaya (974), and 
Mizoram (972) are also top performers. 

                          स             (1,000         970        )    उ                ऺ  

  ,                   (1,050),        औ                   (984),        (974)            

(972)   स       औ                                              ह   
 The weakest figures are from Nagaland (865), Lakshadweep (865), and Jharkhand (890). 

 स स                     (865),        (865)            (890) स       ह   ह   
 Haryana and Punjab have recorded the lowest child sex ratios at birth. 

         औ                                     स स                  ह   
 In the 2011 Census, Haryana recorded 834 girls per 1,000 boys, followed closely by 

Punjab at 846. 

 2011                         1,000         834                  ,                ह स     
846     

 The number of still births in 2024 was recorded as 81,117 with a heavy urban tilt, with 69% 
of still births happening in urban centres. 

 2024            (       )    स     81,117          ,       69%                     ह    

 Registered births rose from 2.52 crore in 2023 to 2.54 crore in 2024, while registered 
deaths increased from 86.6 lakh to 89.4 lakh. 

                 स     2023    2.52      स       2024    2.54      ह    ,                    
   स     86.6     स       89.4     ह      

 Thirteen States recorded above 90% of births and 15 States recorded above 90% of 
deaths. 

               90% स                   ह  ,                    90% स                     ह    
 The CRS report shows that the level of birth registration reached 99.1% in 2024 and the 

level of death registration reached 99.4%, both extremely close to full coverage. 

                     स   2024                       99.1%                          99.4% 

    ह       ,                       स    ह   
 The rise in registrations does not necessarily mean that either fertility or mortality is rising 

sharply; it means the system has begun to capture births, deaths, still births and sex ratio 

at birth more comprehensively. 

                      ह      ह   ह                                        ह   ह ;       स       
 ह ह                 ,      ,                                  स  स                     

         स          ह  ह   

As per the latest 5th report of National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5, 2019-21) of Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare the sex ratio of total population (females per 1000 males) is 1020 for the country 
as a whole, with sex ratio rural at 1037 and sex ratio urban at 985. 
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02J7 Yes and No 
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    औ       

 

Special Court Rejects Priyank Kharge‟s Claim in RSS Defamation Case 
                                                                          

 In a setback to Karnataka Home Minister Priyank Kharge, a special court in Bengaluru has 
rejected his contention that no member of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) can 
maintain a criminal defamation complaint because the RSS is “not a registered 

organisation and it does not maintain any registered membership”. 

             ह      Priyank Kharge                        ,                             उ    
 स                                               (      )           स            

                       ह       स                 “           स      ह   ह  औ   स       

        स       ह   ह  ” 
 The court termed Mr. Kharge’s contention “wholly untenable and devoid of merit” while 

referring to various past judicial precedents, in which the High Courts and the Supreme 
Court have clearly declared that “the RSS is a definite, determinate, and identifiable body or 
class of persons; and consequently, where defamatory imputations are made against the 
RSS as an organisation, an individual member of the RSS is competent to maintain a 
complaint for defamation”. 

                              “                        ”       ह                            
उ         ,                                                 स   ह  ह               
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      ,           ह                                ह ;         स                        
                                 ह ,    उस          स                                   

            ह   
 Sandeep Patil, judge of the special court for criminal cases against 

former and present MPs and MLAs in Karnataka, made these observations in 
his June 27 order of taking cognisance of the offence of criminal defamation 
under Section 356 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) against Mr. Kharge 
and Mohammed Haris Nalapad, son of Congress MLA N. A. Haris, in a 
defamation case filed by Bengaluru-based RSS member Tejas A.. 

                                                                        
स                                        Sandeep Patil    27                  

                      (BNS)         356                                    

              ह                             N. A. Haris        Mohammed Haris 

Nalapad           ह             ह                             स         

स    Tejas A.                         
 Relying on Section 2(26) of the BNS, the court pointed out that the 

definition of “person” expressly includes “any company or association or 
body of persons, whether incorporated or not”, and “the statute does not 
prescribe any requirement of formal membership, registration, 
incorporation, or documentary proof of affiliation as a condition precedent for 

recognising a body of persons under the law”. 

                    (BNS)         2(26)    उ          ह               ह     

“     ”                       स    स          ,                             
               ह ,   ह   ह         ह      ह    स   ह ,            स  स  ह    
                   औ             ,        ,                          
                              ह             ह   

 Whether the complainant is part of such an identifiable group is a 
matter to be established by evidence during the trial, the court said. 

             ह                          स   ह         स  ह    स    ह     
 ह  ,  ह        (    )                                                      

 

JPC Likely to Retain Clause on Removal of Ministers 

                                                                   

                

 After 10 rounds of meetings since December 2025, the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee (JPC) examining the Constitution (130th 
Amendment) Bill, 2025, is likely to recommend retaining the clause that 
proposes the removal of the Prime Minister, Chief Ministers, and other 
Ministers from office if they are arrested and detained in custody for 30 
consecutive days for serious offences. 

        2025 स  10                     ,         (130          )       , 2025 

   स  ऺ      ह                      (JPC)       उस                        
     स              स       ह ,   स      स               ,                   

                                                     30                

                   ह ,    उ ह     स  ह        स    ह   



                      
 

  

P
ag

e7
 

 Most INDIA bloc members had boycotted the JPC, arguing that given the ruling alliance’s 
numerical strength in the 31-member panel headed by BJP MP Aparajita Sarangi, their 

views would not be accommodated. 

                          स                    ह              
उ                          Aparajita Sarangi       ऺ        
31                 स                                    

उ                    ह           

Yes and No 

    औ       
 A new report, based on Rural Development 

Ministry surveys, opens a rare data-backed window into the 
erosion of India’s grassroots democracy. 

                       स  ऺ                               

                   ऺ           -                        

           ह   
 It acknowledges that “participation fatigue” has 

kept citizens from engaging in gram sabhas, whereas its 

solutions, such as more meetings and oversight, are a recipe 
to further alienate the rural working class. 

                    ह     “                ”                

                      स      ह   ह  ह ,       स   स     ,   स  
           औ                   ,                   औ  
        -                     स    ह   

 However, in response to 18%-28% of respondents 
citing a lack of outcomes as the reason for low interest, the 
report pushes for greater use of the NIRNAY app and to 
upload meeting minutes in real time. 

 ह      ,    18%-28% उ                             स 

                     ,              NIRNAY ऐ          

उ                                     स                 
            

 In the real world, panchayat secretaries thus have 

less time facilitating discussion even as lacklustre oversight 
has allowed officials to tell workers that their MGNREGA 
demands were “not entered in the system” due to server 
errors. 

     ह           ,                   स         स             
       स    ह      ह ,                            

              स   ह  ह      ह     उ           (MGNREGA) 

स                                “              ह   ह   ” 
 Due to the state failing to institutionalise attendance 

as a paid component of social protection, gram sabhas 

have remained a playground for the leisured elite such as 
landlords and contractors. 

               उ                                              

                स        ह        ,  स                       
औ             स  स                      ह    ह   
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 According to the report, gram sabhas spend 13% of the time identifying local issues but 
only 4% discussing revenue generation. 

              स  ,                स      13%                    ह                  ह , 
          4% स                                    ह   

 But gram panchayats have been systematically constrained from raising their taxes, leaving 
them dependent on grants. 

                                 स                स           ह ,   स                      
      ह     ह   

 The 14th and 15th Finance Commission grants tied panchayat spending to Central 
priorities such as drinking water and sanitation, limiting local priorities to flagship 
programmes such as the Jal Jeevan Mission and Swachh Bharat. 

 14       15                                                            ,   स        औ  
      , स          ,   सस                                 औ              स       

           स     ह      
 The report also states that Provisions of the Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled 

Areas) Act (PESA) areas have “reasonably strong physical infrastructure”. 

         ह     ह   ह            (                       )         (PESA)                    
 ऺ      “                                ” उ     ह   

 Under the PESA Act, 1996 and related forest rights laws, gram sabhas have the right to 
provide prior informed consent for land acquisition and mining. 

             , 1996     स                                                              
                                                ह   

 

GS Paper II: Governance 02 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

02J7 Centre fixes minimum wage of ₹300 per day under VB-G RAM G scheme 
       VB-G RAM G                                     ₹300             
 

 
 

Centre fixes minimum wage of ₹300 per day under VB-G RAM G scheme 
       VB-G RAM G                                     ₹300             

 The Centre has fixed a floor wage of ₹300 per day under the Viksit Bharat Guarantee for 
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) (VB-G RAM G) Act, 2025, which came into effect 
on Tuesday, replacing the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 
(MGNREGA), 2005. 
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                                                            (     ) [VB-G RAM G] 

       , 2025           ₹300                                     ह    ह                 
स       ह   औ   स                                                   (      ), 2005         

         
 The 21 States and Union Territories which paid less than ₹300 per day under the 

MGNREGA have had their wage rates increased to this level, while States already paying 
above ₹300 saw more minimal hikes. 

   21      औ                ,  ह                    ₹300        स                      , 
उ                  स                 ह ,      ₹300 स                                 
   ऺ                        ह   

 Four major Hindi-belt States saw significant wage increases — ₹48 in Uttar Pradesh, ₹45 in 
Bihar, ₹39 in Madhya Pradesh, and ₹19 in Rajasthan — compared with the last MGNREGA 
rates set in 2025-26. 

                                    उ                     ह   ह —            ₹48,          ₹45, 

            ₹39,                ₹19         —   2025-26                                     
            ह   

 Excluding the special rate of ₹450 applicable to certain Gram Panchayats in Sikkim, 
Haryana continues to have the highest wage rate at ₹409, but recorded one of the lowest 
increases of just 2.25%. 

                                  ₹450                     ,                  स स       

          ₹409 ह ,        ह              2.25%  ह ,    स स               स     ह   
 Haryana (₹409), Goa (₹406) and Kerala (₹401) are the only States with wage rates above 

₹400. 

        (₹409),      (₹406)          (₹401) ह   स       ह   ह             ₹400 स       ह  
 
 

 

Why has the government notified a new set of telecom rules? 

                                                        ? 
 How do the rules change the telecom regulatory framework? 

                                   स                   ह ? 
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 What powers does the Act give the government? 

 ह                     -    स                   ह ? 

 The Telecommunications Act, 2023, saw a clutch of rules being notified this month, namely 
the Telecommunications (Authorisation for Provision of Principal Telecommunication 
Services) Rules, 2026; the Telecommunications (Authorisation for Captive 
Telecommunication Services) Rules, 2026; and the Telecommunications (Authorisation 
for Provision of Miscellaneous Telecommunication Services) Rules, 2026. 

                , 2023            स   ह            स            ह ,                (     

                                      )     , 2026,          (                                      
       )     , 2026,              (                                            )     , 2026 

      ह   

What changes for telecom operators and users? 

                      औ                                   ? 

 There are not many operational changes in India‟s telecom ecosystem due to the parent 
Act or the rules being notified, as the major objective of the legislation is to simplify the oft-
amended Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, which it replaces (along with other accompanying 
laws, like the Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933). 

                               स     ह    स                               ह                

स               ह   ह   ,        स               उ         -    स                         
       , 1885              उस  स         ह    स   स   ह                          , 1933 

  स      स                                  ह   
 Along the way, the Union government got some greater powers in the text of the parent 

statute, such as a definition of “telecommunication” that can be used to regulate 
messaging apps. 

 स                                                                     ह   ह ,   स  
“        ”     स         ,   स   उ              ऐ                                   स    
ह   

 (While the government initially denied this, last year the Department of 
Telecommunications (DoT) tried to force WhatsApp to log out users every six hours from 
web instances of the service, and to “bind” every user to a SIM, as an anti-spam measure.) 

(      स                  सस               ,                                (DoT)         ऐ  

          ह             स      स  उ                   उ                 उ               

    स  “    ”    स              स        ,   स      -     उ                            ) 

Which provisions of the Act have already been brought into force? 

              -                                     ? 

 This is, of course, not the beginning of the notification of the Act. 

   स   ह,  ह               स                  ह   ह   
 As early as 2024, the government notified parts of the law, such as one that renamed the 

Universal Service Obligation Fund (where telcos are required to pay into a corpus to fund 
financially unfeasible telecom infrastructure in remote and isolated areas) to the Digital 
Bharat Nidhi. 

2024    ह                                 स              ,                               

    (  स                                     ऺ               स      ह       स       स         
        ह                ह )                                              
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 Another part of the law that was notified was one that allowed the government to seize 
telecom infrastructure on national security or war grounds. 

   स                                                                                
                                                          

 More parts of the law that have already been notified in previous months include a 
replacement for the interception orders, where in spite of an industry and civil society push, 
the government retained senior officials’ powers to issue phone and internet tapping 
orders 

       ह          स                                                          ह ,   स   
       उ         औ         स                                                        

                                                            
 The specific rules notified this month replace the bulk of the licensing framework for 

telecom operators.| 

 स   ह    स                                                                               ह   
 This has been replaced with the term “authorisation,” accompanied by language that 

simplifies and modifies some of the paperwork that telcos and Internet Service Providers 
(ISPs) have to do. 

    स           “        (         )”        उ              ह ,   स   स    स       
         ह                                               (ISPs)           स    औ           
   स   औ  स            ह   

 It also adds anti-spam enforcement as an obligation under the Parent Act. 

 स          ,  ह                           -                                            
स            ह   

Why are some aspects of the new regime still uncertain? 

 ई                                         ? 

 The new telecom Act also recognises satellite internet, but this has been taken away, even 
as Starlink, the largest satellite internet provider in the world, awaits approvals to launch. 

                                                    ह ,        स स                    ह       

   ह ,              स स                   स                          स                   
   ऺ      ह  ह   

 “The final Rules have removed explicit references to Global Mobile Personal 
Communications by Satellite (GMPCS), as contained in the Draft Rules,” the law firm 
Khaitan & Co wrote in a brief. 

                                 स  ऺ                    “                                  

                         (GMPCS)         उ    ,                          , ह          ह  ” 
 Separately, news reports (and the delay) indicate that the government is yet to give up on 

concerns of whether it can truly shut off Starlink, seeing how it is used in countries like Iran in 

defiance of the local government. 

   -    स             (औ                 ) स  स           ह                   स        
            ह          ह                      स             स    ,      ई      स           स   
उ            स                     ह          ह             ह   

 At any rate, telcos and ISPs can choose to migrate to this authorisation regime now, or wait 
until their licenses expire and then apply afresh. 

   ह                     औ                     (ISPs)   ह          स                        
स    ह ,                     स स         स     ह                         स    ह   
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 As Khaitan & Co pointed out, “a significant volume of operational detail is still awaited … 

implementation detail awaits further clarity and remains dependent on further specifications, 
including the „sound‟ track-record criterion, exemption thresholds and technical 
directions.” 

  स                        उ          ह , “        स            ह                        ऺ  

ह …           स           ह            औ               ह                                
                       ,       „    ‟     -                ,              ,                  

      ह  ” 

 
 

GS Paper III: Economy 02 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

02J7 A unified policy architecture for India‟s energy future 

                                              

02J7 World Bank may scrap funding target for climate projects 

                                                               
02J7 NSE is a public authority under RTI Act, says Delhi HC 

                        ,      ई                    ई                    
02J7 Manufacturing PMI slows to 54.2 in June, second-lowest in 4 years 

                PMI      54.2          , 4                             
02J7 What are India‟s problems with most credit ratings agencies? 

                                                          ?  

 
 
 

A unified policy architecture for India‟s energy future 

                                              
 As India looks ahead to the goals of energy self-reliance by 2047 and net-zero emissions 

by 2070, the next phase of the energy transition will require an increasingly integrated 

approach to planning and governance. 

  स -  स       2047                        2070        -                            स  
ह ,                                            औ    स                                
        ह     

 A policy brief released by the Indian National Science Academy (INSA) in May 2026 
highlights the importance of a unified national energy framework that can help align diverse 
energy resources, technologies and institutions towards common national objectives. 

 ई 2026                               (INSA)                   -                            
           ह                        ह ,                       ,             औ             
स           उ                  स              सह    ह  स    ह   

 India has already established strong foundations through initiatives such as the Saubhagya 
Scheme, the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, and ambitious renewable energy 
programmes. 

                    ,                            ह      ऺ                          स  
 ह            स   ह   ह                            ह   

 Renewable energy installed capacity has grown from approximately 40 GW in 2015 to 
approximately 260 GW by 2025, reflecting a determination to diversify the energy mix. 
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                             2015         40         (GW) स       2025         260 

        ह     ह ,                                    स               ह   
 As the energy ecosystem becomes more diverse, however, greater coordination among 

generation, transmission, storage, distribution and emerging technologies will become 

increasingly important. 

ह      ,   स -  स                          ह         ,       ,       ,       ,                 
                        स                 ह           

How the Framework Works 
 ह          स                ह  

 The INSA Policy Brief proposes a framework built around four mutually reinforcing pillars: 
adequacy, access, affordability and appropriate sustainability. 

  ई      (INSA)                      स                   —        ,      ,        
(       )                 —                               ह   

 First, adequacy focuses on ensuring reliable and diversified energy supplies through a 
balanced portfolio of conventional and emerging energy sources, supported by modern 
infrastructure, energy storage and digital technologies. 

    ,             उ                     ,                                       स     स  
                                स                     स      स                              
स             ह   

 The objective is to strengthen energy resilience while reducing long-term vulnerabilities. 

  स   उ                                         ह                   स         ह   
 Second, access emphasises reliable and equitable energy services for all citizens. 

       ,       स                      स        स                           ह   
 Building on the country’s achievements in electrification and clean cooking access, the 

framework advocates strengthening last-mile delivery, improving service quality and 
expanding decentralised energy solutions where appropriate. 

                                              ऺ            उ                    ह        
                       ,                स          ह   उ      ह   ह                           
             स          ह   

 Third, affordability recognises that a successful energy transition must remain 
economically viable for households, businesses and industries. 

      ,          ह             ह     स                     ,                           

         स     ह    ह       ह   
 The fourth pillar, appropriate sustainability, underscores the importance of pursuing 

sustainability in a manner that is aligned with India’s developmental priorities and 
resource endowments. 

          ,             ,  स                ह                                           
                                              ह   

 Rather than adopting a one-size-fits-all approach, the framework advocates solutions that 
reflect India’s unique social, economic and environmental context. 

                                               ह         स  स          स          ह     
                      ,                                                  

 This includes support for local communities, workforce development and region-specific 
transition pathways. 

  स                 ,                     -                           स        स       

ह   
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 The policy brief also identifies circular economy practices and carbon capture, utilisation 
and storage (CCUS) as important cross-cutting enablers that can complement renewable 
energy deployment and contribute to reducing emissions from industrial sectors. 

                                                         ,                  (CCUS)    
 स   ह        ह       स              ह      ह ,                                       स    
ह      औ            स  ह                                        स    ह   

 Recognising that energy transitions occur over decades, the framework proposes a phased 
approach. 

  ह             ह                              ह    ह ,  ह                                

     ह   
 Near-term priorities include strengthening infrastructure, accelerating renewable energy 

deployment, supporting emerging technologies such as green hydrogen, and developing 
institutional mechanisms that can facilitate long-term coordination. 

                                        स        ,                                     , 
               स  उ                       स ह                     स     ह                 
       स            ह   

 Coal, renewables, biomass, natural gas, waste-to-energy systems and emerging clean 
technologies each have a role to play in supporting the country’s development aspirations. 

      ,              ,        ,            ,       -  -                  उ     ह        

            —स                                                    -            ह   
 Their effectiveness can be enhanced through greater coordination and long-term strategic 

planning. 

                     ह                                              स           स    
ह   

 India’s energy transition is not only about expanding capacity; it is about creating a 
resilient, affordable and sustainable energy system capable of supporting future growth. 

                                        स      ह   ह ;  स   उ       स       ,           
                 स       ह                  स    स        स    
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World Bank may scrap funding target for climate projects 

                                                               

 Following disapproval from the U.S. administration, the World Bank Group (WBG) has 
indicated that it would do away with its funding target for climate-centric projects. 

                  सह                         (WBG)    स          ह      ह       -      

                                               स        स    ह   
 “We will complete our shift from inputs to outcomes to maximise development impact. 

             ह , “ह                       स                                           

          ,                                       स   ” 
 We will retire the 45% climate co-benefits target and the 35% target in the Climate 

Change Action Plan (CCAP). 

“ह  45%          -                                      (CCAP)                    35% 

       स           ” 
 In India, the World Bank‟s climate-focused projects include electrified freight rail and 

inland waterways to cut transport emissions. 

                          -                        ह  स  ह         उ स                      

                                                    ह   
 These projects also include forest restoration and biodiversity conservation in Madhya 

Pradesh and Meghalaya. 

                          औ                                                        ह   
 The projects support climate-resilient agriculture for smallholders. 

                                     -                             ह   
 They also include the rehabilitation of ageing large dams. 

                                          ह   
 The projects support community-led groundwater management under the Atal Bhujal 

Yojana. 
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                                                स        -                        
   स  ह            ह   

 They include mangrove restoration along both coasts. 

          स                               स       ह   
 The projects also cover flood forecasting and embankment strengthening in Bihar‟s Kosi 

basin. 

                                                                                               

ह   
 They include solar parks and rooftop solar systems. 

                                        स       ह   
 The projects also support green hydrogen for hard-to-abate industries. 

                  -                                             स          ह   
 They include battery storage paired with renewables in Chhattisgarh. 

                                स                             स          ह   
 The projects support Kerala‟s post-2018 flood resilience overhaul. 

                        2018                           -        ऺ       स               स 

         ह   
 They also include the “One Health” livestock disease programme guarding against zoonotic 

spillover. 

     “       ”                           ह ,   स   उ                                     

(               )          ह   
  “We will continue to track and report on our two scorecard indicators on (i) net 

greenhouse gas emissions and (ii) beneficiaries with enhanced resilience to climate 
risks… We will continue to report to the Board on progress, including on climate co-
benefits,” the statement added. 

          ह     , “ह                          —(i)                             (ii)        
                  ह                              —           औ                     … ह  

                                     ह   ,   स            -             ह    ” 

U.S. Criticism 
                  

 In April, the United States — the World Bank Group (WBG)’s largest shareholder — 
expressed its strong disapproval of the CCAP funding target. 

                            ,                  (WBG)    स स               ह ,    CCAP    
                         सह             

 “The World Bank must maintain focus on its core mission of reducing poverty and 
increasing economic growth… It also means jettisoning the Group’s 45% climate finance 
target that breeds inefficiency, distorts economic decision-making, and moves the Bank 
away from its core mission. At the same time, we expect greater efficiency, discipline, and 
accountability so that every dollar delivers more impact,” said U.S. Treasury Secretary 

Scott Bessent. 

                  Scott Bessent     ह , “                              ,                      
औ                   ,           ह      ह …  स        ह    ह     स  ह    45%            

       स             ,        ह                     ह ,            -                     
ह  औ         उस       उ      स              ह   स   ह , ह           ,         औ              
   ऺ       ह                                 स        ह  ” 
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 U.S. President Donald Trump, who has labelled climate change a “con job”, has withdrawn 
the country from the Paris Agreement, the 2015 pledge that binds countries to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions in a way that global temperature does not exceed two degrees 
Celsius above the pre-industrial level by 2100. 

                 Donald Trump,    ह                      “    ”       ह ,                 

       स    ह          ह    ह 2015     ह        स      ह ,   स                              

           स                 स                2100                      -औ           स  
                स              

 Much of the subsequent climate action and the global thrust to protect against the ongoing 
impacts of climate change — including the World Bank‟s efforts — draws from this 

principle. 

  स                               ई                                    स  स  ऺ                

   स—                   ह           ह — स   स                ह   
 Despite the global shift towards renewable energy sources, developing countries say they 

have yet to receive adequate financial support from developed countries, despite repeated 
commitments, to accelerate the transition. 

                                             ,                   ह   ह     उ ह   स         

                               स                                                        ह   
ह   ह   

 “The promise to mobilise $300 billion a year for developing countries depends on strong 
multilateral development banks. If the World Bank steps back, that promise becomes 
much harder to deliver,” said Mattias Söderberg of the non-profit DanChurchAid. 

    -              DanChurchAid    Mattias Söderberg     ह , “                            
300                                                                ह                     ह    

ह ,     स                    ह             ह        ” 

NSE is a public authority under RTI Act, says 

Delhi HC 

                        ,      ई            
        ई                    

 The Delhi High Court on Wednesday held that 
the National Stock Exchange of India (NSEI) is a „public 
authority‟ under the Right to Information Act. 

                                                        

          (    ई ई)                                

   „           ‟     
 The Delhi High Court on Wednesday held that the 

National Stock Exchange of India (NSEI) is a „public 
authority‟ under the Right to Information Act. 

                                ह                       

          (    ई ई)                             ह  

   „           ‟ ह   
 The Bench dismissed an appeal by the stock 

exchange challenging a single judge‟s decision which 
ruled that NSEI qualified as a „public authority‟ under 
section 2(h) of the RTI Act. 

                                         उस          
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                                 ,   स    ह                ई ई,      ई                 
2(  )     ह  „           ‟ ह   

 The court observed that if the body is owned, controlled or substantially financed by the 
government, it would qualify as a „public authority‟. 

            ह             स                         ह , उस             ह     उस               

            ह ,     ह „           ‟             

 

What are India‟s problems with most credit ratings agencies? 

                                                          ?  

 

 India has consistently been rated just a grade or two above „junk‟ status                
„   ‟                                          ई    
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 India has consistently been rated just a grade or two above „junk‟ status when institutions 
will stop lending money for fear of default. 

                „   ‟      स                    ऊ                ह ,  ह   स                      
           उ                     ह   

 Until recently, these ratings were unchanged for more than a decade and, in some cases, 
nearly two decades. 

 ह     ,                   स       स      औ                                         

 ह    
 The main allegation is it is based on qualitative aspects. 

            ह ह      ह                (Qualitative Aspects)           ह   
 What are India‟s problems with the ratings agencies? 

                                             ? 

 While speaking at a business conference in London last week, Commerce Minister 
Piyush Goyal questioned the methodologies employed by sovereign ratings agencies in 
assigning ratings to India, saying they have been “unfair to India”. 

       स   ह                                             ह                             
                                                                                     उ     औ  
 ह        “                          ” 

 On the other hand, he praised one ratings agency — CareEdge Ratings — for being 
“objective”. 

   स     , उ ह                 स  — CareEdge Ratings —    “        ” ह              स      
 This is not the first time the Indian government has pointed out its problems with the global 

sovereign ratings agencies. 

  ह           ह   ह                                                    स        स             
            ह   

 The Hindu looks into what the issues are. 

                                 ह   
 What do the ratings agencies measure? 

                             ? 

 India is rated by seven international sovereign credit rating agencies: Standard and 
Poor‟s (S&P), Moody‟s Investors Service, Morningstar DBRS, Fitch Ratings, Japanese 
Credit Rating Agency (JCRA) and Rating and Investment Information (R&I), and 
CareEdge Ratings. 

                                                                            ह : Standard and 

Poor‟s (S&P), Moody‟s Investors Service, Morningstar DBRS, Fitch Ratings, Japanese 

Credit Rating Agency (JCRA), Rating and Investment Information (R&I)     CareEdge 

Ratings  
 The three most commonly accepted global ratings agencies are S&P, Fitch, and Moody‟s. 

             स स                                          स    S&P, Fitch औ  Moody‟s ह   
 The core role of these agencies is to measure the ability and willingness of an entity to 

repay its debt. 

        स                    स               ऋ                 औ                   

     ह   
 These entities can be companies, municipal corporations, states, and, in the case of 

sovereign ratings, Central or Union governments. 

                    ,         ,     ,                                                  ह  स    ह   
 Ratings are assigned on an alphabet scale, with Fitch and S&P assigning AAA to their 

highest rating and Moody‟s assigning Aaa to it. 
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                                         ह ,   स   Fitch औ  S&P      स            AAA     
Moody‟s      स            Aaa           ह   

 The next lower scales are AA+, AA, AA-, A+, A, and A-, before moving on to the „B‟ ratings 

in the same format. 

  स                          AA+, AA, AA-, A+, A औ  A- ह    ह , औ       स          „B‟        

    ह   
 The lowest rating is D, implying the entity is in default. 

 स स              D ह    ह ,   स       ह     स                               ह   
 Moody‟s ratings follow the same pattern, though its letters differ. 

 Moody‟s               स       ह    ह , ह       उस    ऺ      ह    ह   
 These ratings are important because they determine the interest rate at which the rated 

entity can borrow. 

            स     ह       ह            ह               ह     स              स            ऋ     
स    ह   

 If an entity is rated AAA, then that means there is no risk of a default and so that entity can 
borrow at the lowest interest rates. 

       स          AAA             ह ,     स       ह                 ई            ह  औ   ह 

                        ऋ          स    ह   
 However, the lower the rating, the lower the perceived ability or willingness to repay debt 

and so higher the interest rate to mitigate that risk. 

 ह      ,                 ह   , ऋ                             उ    ह                औ  उस 

                              उ    ह       ह     
 Now, „ability‟ and „willingness‟ to repay debt are two very different metrics. 

   , ऋ            „    ‟ औ  „        ‟                      ह   
 The ability to repay is a much more quantitative metric, since there are hard numbers that 

can prove whether a country can repay its debt or not. 

 ऋ                                 (Quantitative)        ह ,        स    स       उ     

ह    ह      ह  स      स    ह                  ऋ       स    ह      ह    
 Willingness to repay is an entirely different matter. 

 ऋ                            ह          ह   
 It is a more qualitative metric and relies more on opinion rather than hard numbers. 

  ह                 (Qualitative)        ह  औ    स             ऺ                         
ह   

 How has India been rated so far? 

                                  ? 

 India‟s ratings by most of the agencies have been at the lowest level of the investment 
grade ratings. 

             स                                         स स                       ह   
 That is, India has consistently been rated just a grade or two above „junk‟ status, which is 

when institutions will stop lending money for fear of default. 

      ,                „   ‟      स                    ऊ                ह ,  ह                स  
स      ऋ                   ह   

 Until recently, these ratings were unchanged for more than a decade and, in some cases, 
nearly two decades. 

 ह                       स       स      औ                                         

 ह    
 For example, S&P upgraded India‟s long-term sovereign credit rating to „BBB‟ from „BBB-‟ in 

August 2025, the first upgrade by it in 18 years. 
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 उ  ह         , S&P         2025                      स                  „BBB-‟ स        
„BBB‟      ,    18        उस    ह   उ         

 Similarly, in 2017, Moody‟s upgraded India‟s rating to Baa2 (equivalent of BBB) from Baa3, 
its first upgrade in 13 years. 

  स      , 2017    Moody‟s                   Baa3 स        Baa2 (   BBB    स  ऺ ह )      , 
   13        उस    ह   उ         

 There were a couple of other ratings upgrades in 2025, with Rating and Investment 
Information in September 2025 upgrading India to BBB+ from BBB and Morningstar 
DBRS in May that year upgrading India to BBB. 

 2025                   उ        ह  ,              2025    Rating and Investment 

Information                   BBB स        BBB+        उस       ई    Morningstar DBRS    
               BBB        

 What are India‟s issues with the ratings? 

                                      ? 

 Despite the recent upgrades, India‟s ratings still remain just above junk grade. 

 ह      उ                                            स            ऊ       ह   ह   
 During his speech in London, Mr. Goyal pointed out these agencies “haven‟t recognised 

the India growth story, the strong India fundamentals and the sovereign capabilities… 
and captured it as much as a rating agency should have done”. 

                                        ह            स      “                  ,       

           औ                                      औ                ,                      
                 ” 

 Previously, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman also pointed out the same thing, calling 
for a reform of the ratings agencies’ methodologies. 

  सस   ह                                  ह       ह     औ             स                   स     

               
 Even the Economic Survey has taken up this issue. 

  ह                         उ         ह   
 The 2020-21 edition by then Chief Economic Adviser Krishnamurthy Subramanian had 

an entire chapter dedicated to the matter. 

                                                          2020-21    स          स      

                 स                   
 In it, he pointed out that this was the first time that the fifth largest economy in the world was 

assigned such a low rating. 

 उ ह     स    ह      ह  ह                                                                    

       
 He also went on to show India‟s macroeconomic fundamentals are strong and more than 

enough to highlight its ability to repay its debt. 

 उ ह     ह                                      (Macroeconomic Fundamentals)       

ह  औ     उस   ऋ                     स                      ह   
 On the willingness front, he pointed out that India has never defaulted on its sovereign debt 

in the past despite several crises, and that this should go a long way in proving its willingness 
to pay. 

             स        उ ह     ह                  स                                 ऋ     
        ह        ह  औ   ह उस                           स                      ह       ह   

 The main allegation is the global ratings agencies rely too much on the qualitative aspects of 
the metrics rather than the quantitative ones. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
2 

            ह ह                       स            (Quantitative)               ऺ          

(Qualitative)  ह                      ह   ह   
 The feeling is that these qualitative metrics are often based on the opinions of a small group 

of experts and so can be extremely subjective, skewing the overall rating. 

  ह           ह                         स           ऻ                   ह    ह  औ   स    

                (Subjective) ह  स    ह ,   सस  स                 ह       ह   
 Quantitative metrics — where India performs relatively well — have a relatively lower 

weightage. 

               ,               ऺ                     ह , उ ह     ऺ            (Weightage) 

          ह   
 Why is CareEdge Ratings favoured? 

 CareEdge Ratings                           ? 

 CareEdge Ratings is the first sovereign ratings agency to be headquartered in India and 
so the perception is it can better reflect ground realities of India‟s economy. 

 CareEdge Ratings                            ह                      ह  औ   स     ह      
     ह      ह                                              ह       स               स    ह   

 However, there are some key methodological factors that make CareEdge stand apart. 

 ह      ,      ह                             ह     CareEdge            स   स            ह   

 Overall, in its note on methodology, CareEdge said primary importance has been given to 
quantitative factors. 

           ,                स                CareEdge     ह     उस                    
        ह        ह   
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Survival of the wittiest? 
Scientists debate if wit 

helped evolve language 

                        
         ?            

                          

                            

             
 Language is a key 

aspect of human life that most 

likely came up more than a 
lakh years ago — but 
linguists still disagree on how 
exactly it evolved. 

                           

 ऺ ह ,   स   उ    स         

        स           ह   ह  , 

                     स        
सह    ह   ह      स       स 

           स      ह    
 The influential U.S. 

linguist and philosopher 
Noam Chomsky proposed that 
complex modern language 

emerged suddenly, a theory 
that many linguists still stick to. 

                              
                       ह 

                            

        उ          ह  , औ  
                    स 

 स         स          ह   
 But some believe the 

languages we speak today, 

with all the complex 
grammatical rules nestled 
within them, must have evolved 
gradually, the way our 
cognitive abilities evolved. 

                            ह  
      ह                     

     ह ,                     

        ह  ह , उ        स उस  
             स  ह   ह   ,   स  

ह                             स ह    
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 Ljiljana Progovac, a linguist in Wayne State University in the U.S., is one of the latter. 

                                                              स        स     ह   
 In a recent study, she argued that humans’ ability to be witty with their words could have 

been sexually selected for, in a similar way peahens select peacocks with a brighter 
plumage. 

 ह                  उ ह                        स          ह                 ऺ               

             स  उस       ह   ह  स    ह ,   स                                            

     ह   
 She said she believes the idea of “survival of the wittiest” needs to be added to the 

complex picture of human evolution. 

 उ ह     ह     उ       स   “                             ”                             
               स                    ह   

 Using syntactic theory, which says sentences have an inherent hierarchical structure to 
them, she reconstructed what she believes is the earliest stage of grammar: a combination of 
two words at a time, a verb and a noun (such as “eat food” or “seek truth”). 

     -                  उ          ह  ,   स      स                      ह            

       ह    ह , उ ह              स स                                ,   स      स           

       —        औ         —   स      ह       (  स  “eat food”    “seek truth”)  
 Syntax — the rules that dictate how words and phrases should be used together to form 

meaningful sentences, grammar, and language — must have evolved gradually from these 
simple verb-noun compounds, she said. 

 उ ह     ह         -      ,                    ह               ह          औ                   

स          ,                           ह      स              ,    स       –             स  
        स      स  ह   ह     

  “But these are even better fossils, because in a way, language never died.” 

 “         उसस       ह          ह ,                          स      ह   ह   ” 
 Previous neuroimaging studies have shown that women are very responsive to humour in 

men. 

                             स  ऻ   ह   ह            ,                             स        

             ह   
 Men, on the other hand, are less responsive to women being funny. 

  स         ,                 ह              ऺ                     ह   
 These studies suggest a type of sexual dimorphism in humans, Dr. Progovac said. 

   .             ह                                                    स          ह   
 Thus, this ability to combine words in a humorous way — which may have existed during the 

earliest stages of language — could have been sexually selected for during the course of 
evolution, according to her. 

 उ       स  ,         ह            स  स                ह ऺ   —   स                      

                  —                                  स      स  ह   ह  स    ह   
  “They would have been more noticed, they would have left more offspring and generation 

after generation, this would have helped evolve language further and further.” 

 “ स                                ह   , उ ह               उ        ह   , औ      -  -     
 ह                           स    सह        ह    ” 

Wit over fights 

                                  

 Her other argument is that humans who evolved to be quick-witted and to „fight‟ with 
words rather than physically could have adapted better. 
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उ                ह ह                                 औ                                   

                      ,      ह       स           ह  स    
 “Human beings are, to a large extent, characterised by their preference for cognitive 

contests, for competing with words, and not with physical fighting,” she said. 

उ ह     ह , “     ,      ह    ,                     ,                                    
              स                     स   ह          ह  ” 

 This is somewhat analogous to the peacock‟s feathers being more extravagant than they 
probably need to be to catch a female‟s attention. 

 ह           ह                    स    ह ,    स                                      

      स    स              ह    ह   
 She found that a brain region called the fusiform gyrus — which evolved earlier in 

mammalian brains than the regions involved in processing language — was more active 
when people heard the verb-noun compounds versus the “-er” ending words. 

उ ह                            ,   स                   ह       ह —                       

            स      स        ऺ         ऺ   ह       स  ह     —    -              स        “-er” 

                                स    ह       ह   
 This region is also responsible for visual processing and is thought to help the brain process 

imageability and metaphors — which, by their nature, are very visually descriptive. 

 ह  ऺ                        उ       ह                ह      ह                     औ  
         स              सह          ह ,                  

        ह    ह   
 
 

Anthropic‟s top models Fable, Mythos to return 
to India 

                          औ                   
       
 

The June 12 ban came just days after Indian 
organisations obtained access to Mythos 

12                                                     
                             

Anthropic PBC resumes access to Fable and Mythos 

                        औ                              

           “impact”  ह                 ह    Anthropic 

PBC, the •rm that develops the AI tool Claude, announced on 
Wednesday that it would resume access to Fable and Mythos, 
two of its most powerful Large Language Models (LLMs). 

 Anthropic PBC,    AI     Claude     स                  ह ,    
                       ह         स स           Large 

Language Models (LLMs), Fable औ  Mythos,     ह         
 ह          

 The models had been pulled out globally after the 
United States government put out an export order restricting 
their use for anyone who was not a “U.S. person”. 
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                              स               ,    United States स                       

        उ    उ        उ  स                                      “U.S. person”  ह       
 The June 12 ban came just days after Indian organisations [it is yet to be announced which] 

obtained access to Mythos, the more advanced model which has not been made available to 

the public. 

 12               उस स            ,        ह       ह   Indian organisations [ ह     
       ह            ह        -स ]    Mythos     ह           ,         उ         ह  औ    स  
                      उ      ह             ह   

 Anthropic claims that Mythos is skilled at cybersecurity tasks, speci•cally combing large 

codebases to •nd vulnerabilities that even human reviewers have not discovered for 
decades. 

 Anthropic         ह     Mythos, cybersecurity स                     सऺ  ह ,          स      
codebases             स                              ह       स  ऺ          स       ह   
    ह   

 Fable is also highly capable on such tasks, but Anthropic has erected protections against 
many use cases. 

 Fable     स                 सऺ  ह ,       Anthropic     स        उ              स  ऺ  
            ह   

 For instance, a researcher using Fable told The Hindu that biology-related tasks were 
restricted on the model, something Anthropic said is important to prevent the creation of 
bioweapons. 

 उ  ह         , Fable    उ                             The Hindu                     
biology-related                             ,   स  Anthropic    bioweapons              
              ह              

 While the Union government has been acutely aware of the concentrated U.S.-China 
dynamic in frontier AI technology development, the abrupt cuto• to Mythos led to heightened 

discontent. 

       Union government      AI               स    U.S.-China                   स  
   -            ह  ह ,        Mythos           ह                 स   स             

 On Tuesday, a senior o•cial reiterated what the U.S. government indicated at the Pax Silica 

summit last week: if access has been given, it will not be taken away. 

                                 ह        ह   ,   स   स     U.S. government          स   ह 

Pax Silica      स                :      ह                  ह ,    उस     स  ह               

 The o•cial stated that India‟s focus on AI — unlike western economies which are dealing 
with employment-related concerns — would be focused on gaining maximum utility out of AI, 
and delivering “impact” widely. 

             ह     India    AI         —                             ,           स      
        स       ह  ह  — AI स         उ                  औ      
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Russia buys gasoline from India to tackle shortages 

                                                  

 Russia has started seaborne imports of gasoline from India, two 
industry sources said, in an effort to mitigate fuel shortages triggered by 
Ukrainian attacks on its energy infrastructure. 

                     स  ,                                                 उ     

                            स         स                                       

        ह   
 Fuel shortages are being felt across Russia‟s 11 time zones with 

rationing, long queues at filling stations and a record gasoline price 
increase. 

       11                         हस स        ह  ह ,  ह          ,               
           औ                                            ह  ह   

 The Kremlin said on Tuesday that Russia was in contact with other 
countries and discussing imports of fuel at acceptable prices. 

                       ह                    स        ह  औ                       

                      ह  ह   
 Russia‟s energy ministry and India‟s oil ministry did not immediately 

respond to requests for comment. 

                   औ                                                       

         ह       
 An industry source said at least 60,000 metric tonne of gasoline have 

been dispatched from India to Russia. 

                  ह          स               स     60,000                  

             ह   
 Another source said that two tankers, with parcels of 30,000 to 40,000 

tonne each, have been sent. 

        स               30,000    40,000       ऺ                         ह   
 A third source said that in total, Russia plans to import 400,000 tonne of 

gasoline from various countries each month, including from neighbouring 
Belarus, which has already been exporting fuel to Russia. 

      स   स       ह                         ह             स      4,00,000    

                     ह ,   स      स                  ह ,     ह   स  ह            

           ह  ह   

 Gasoline consumption in Russia is at least 1,10,000 tonne per day in 
summer, when demand for the fuel is high. 

                                   स     1,10,000           ह    ह ,           
           ह   ह   

GS Paper III: Environment  02 July 2026 
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02J7 Arunachal clan launches drive to conserve endangered ray-finned fish, sustain 

tradition 
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Arunachal clan launches drive to conserve endangered ray-finned fish, sustain 
tradition 

                                  -                                           
                       

 A clan in Arunachal Pradesh has launched an initiative to conserve a Himalayan ray-
finned fish with a dual purpose: to protect it from the predatory mahseer and to make 
traditional community fishing sustainable in the long run. 

                                          -             स  ऺ             ह         ह , 
  स     ह   उ       स                स                                                      

    ऊ       ह   
 Often referred to as the „tiger of the water‟ in Himalayan and sub-Himalayan rivers, the 

mahseer is a prized sport fish among anglers. 

        औ    -                   स  „         ‟  ह                  ,               
                                     ह   

 On June 28, nine members of the Sangno clan collected 52 fingerlings of Schizothorax 
pelzami, commonly known as the Transcaspian marinka, from the Lapabung stream at 
Talo village under the Bameng administrative circle. 

28                           स                                                              

     स  Schizothorax pelzami          52              (          )        ,   स  स        
                     ह       ह   
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 They released the fingerlings in the Richaso stream at Weshi, their village under the 
Pakoti administrative circle. 

उ ह                                                                                           
      

 The two villages, about 20 km apart and at an average elevation of 3,400 feet above sea 
level, are located in East Kameng district. 

     20                                       स       स  औस   3,400        ऊ             
                   ह   

 “We introduced the ray-finned fish of the carp family, called Ngarsing in our Nyishi 
language, into a stretch of the Richaso stream inaccessible to the mahseer.” 

उ ह     ह , “ह                    -         ,   स  ह                             ह       ह , 
               उस  ह स          ह   ह           ह    ह    स    ” 

 “This increases the chances of their survival and breeding,” Amar Sangno, one of the team 
members, told The Hindu on Wednesday. 

         स                                    स   ह , “ सस  उ               औ          
स               ह  ” 

Community fishing 

                   

 He said introducing the endangered ray-finned fish into the stream was a long-felt need for 
the Sangno clan to ensure the sustainability of community fishing, a tribal tradition. 

उ ह     ह     स           -              स                                    स   स   हस स 

       ह            ,                                                                  
स    

 After the translocation mission was completed, village headman Gajali Sangno suggested 
a blanket ban on fishing in Richaso for five years to ensure that the ray-finned fish reach a 
population size sufficient for the resumption of periodic community fishing. 

                      ह                                                                          
                     स         ,          -             स             स      स  -स      
                       स               स    

 He said the village’s long-term goals also include eco-angling and stream-trail trekking. 

उ ह     ह                                      -               (   -       )         -          

         ह   
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Army chief unveils road map 
„VIJAY‟ for a future-ready, 

tech-savvy force 

                            

     ,          -              
„VIJAY‟                   

 Chief of the Army Staff 
General Dhiraj Seth on Wednesday 
unveiled a road map titled “VIJAY”, 

outlining his vision for transforming 
the Indian Army into a technology-
enabled, future-ready force capable 
of operating across multiple 
domains. 

                                    
   “VIJAY”                      

    ,   स                  
         -   ,                    
       -                 सऺ        
          स                        

          
 The road map, inspired by the Defence Minister‟s vision for the Decade of Transformation, 

was unveiled a day after he assumed charge as the 31st Chief of the Army Staff. 

 ह                                   स               स        ह  औ   स  31                     

          ह                                     
 Calling it a moment of “great pride and humility” to lead the Indian Army, General Seth 

reaffirmed his commitment to the principles of “Duty, Honour and Nation First” and thanked 
the Prime Minister and the Defence Minister for reposing their faith in him. 

                           “          औ        ”    ऺ        ह               “     , 

      औ             ”     स                              ह        उ          स           
                औ                              

 Describing the Indian Army as a combat-ready and battle-hardened force, the Army Chief 
said it remains fully prepared to meet emerging security challenges. 

                                                             -                ह    ह      ह 

उ     ह                     स                        ह       ह   
 Explaining the road map, General Seth said “V” represents Vigilance, with emphasis on 

maintaining operational readiness and constant alertness along the borders. 

                      ह                ह     “V”        Vigilance (      ) ह ,   स   उ      

स                                         स            ह   
 “I” stands for Innovation and Transformation, focusing on modern doctrine, cutting-edge 

technologies and capability development to keep pace with the changing character of 
warfare. 

“I”        Innovation and Transformation (                  ) ह ,                       , 

                                              ह ,                                   स    
            स     स    
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 The letter “J” signifies Jointness and Integration, highlighting deeper synergy among the 
Army, Navy and Air Force, alongside greater military-civil fusion through a Whole-of-
Nation approach to strengthen national security and contribute to the vision of Viksit 
Bharat 2047. 

“J”        Jointness and Integration (                   ) ह ,          ,        औ           
        ह   स    , स   ह                      (Whole-of-Nation Approach)          स  
         -                        ह ,   सस               स    ह                  2047    
                     

 For “A”, he emphasised Atmanirbharta, reiterating the Army‟s commitment to indigenous 
technologies. 

“A”        उ ह                          औ                                                
  ह      

 “Y” stands for Yodha First, reflecting the Army‟s focus on every soldier as its greatest 

strength. 

“Y”        Yodha First (            ) ह ,     स               ह                              
स स                 ह   

 He said improving training standards, technological skills, welfare and empowerment of 
veterans and Veer Naris would be key priorities. 

उ ह     ह                ,            ,      ,                 औ                
स           स                        
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Govt. Asks WhatsApp to Put Username Feature on Hold 
              ऐ                                           

 Ministry expresses concern that it may lead to an increase in spam and impersonation 
cases. 

                         ह      सस       औ         (         )                   ह  स    ह   
 It seeks a detailed explanation within three days. 

 स                                               ह   
 Meta says the update will come with safety measures. 

          ह   ह      ह स                           स                  
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 WhatsApp‟s new username feature — which will allow users to interact without exposing 
their phone numbers — is drawing scepticism from the Union government, with a senior 
official saying on Wednesday that the government is worried about the potential for spam and 
impersonation. 

      ऐ                      ,   स         स  उ                       स             
          स    ,                      स   ह           ह                                  ह  
   स             औ            स                       ह   

 The government has sent a notice to WhatsApp, asking it to put the feature on hold for the 
time being. 

               ऐ                      ह    स स                             ह  ह   
 The Centre told the firm “to furnish a detailed explanation on the „usernames‟ feature within 

three days,” and to avoid proceeding until “detailed consultations” were held, the official 

said. 

               स  ,                    स                   „       ‟                           

               “             ” ह        स                  ह  ह   
 “It is felt that the feature may materially increase the incidence of online fraud, phishing, 

digital arrest scams and impersonation attacks, by enabling bad actors to solicit and 
message victims,” the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology said in the 
notice addressed to WhatsApp‟s Chief Compliance Officer in India. 

                                                       ऐ                                  
       स     ह      ह स                    ,       ,                                

                  उ                 स    ह ,        सस   स           स              स  
 स    स  स        स      

 The feature is similar to those available on apps such as Telegram and Signal, where users 
can chat without sharing their phone numbers. 

  ह स              औ          स    स    उ               स    ह ,  ह   उ                  

     स                       स    ह   
 “When someone new walks into your life — a classmate, a neighbour, someone you meet 

at an event — sharing a phone number can feel like a big step,” Meta, which owns 
WhatsApp, said in an announcement earlier this week. 

  स स   ह                       ऐ                                 ह , “                    

          ,            स                           ह ,                  स                
         ह  स    ह  ” 

 “That’s because a phone number is personal and it’s tied to so many parts of your life.” 

 “ स   स    ह                                 ह  औ   ह                    ह     स       
ह    ह  ” 

 “Sometimes you just want to chat without handing over your digits.” 

 “   -                          ह   ह ,                स        ” 
 “The ability to use a username is not yet live and will roll out slowly later this year,” a 

WhatsApp spokesperson said. 

      ऐ               ह , “           उ             स          उ      ह   ह  औ   स   स        
                    स                  ” 

 “To protect against impersonation, we’ve held the highest-profile names — think public 
figures, government entities, celebrities, verified Meta accounts — so they can only ever 
be claimed by their legitimate owners and lookalike derivatives of known names are held as 
well.” 

 उ ह     ह , “       स  स  ऺ         ह                   ,               ,         ,     
                  स                स   ऺ      ह ,      उ    उ          उ                  ह  
   स         स                      स   ऺ         ह  ” 
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 Users can choose whether or not to reply to unknown accounts, and their country of origin 

will be displayed, the firm added. 

           ह     उ          ह     स                        उ          ह   ह      ह  ,      स  
                                      

 The feature would come with in-built spam detection features, such as disclosing to 
message recipients what country a phone number is from, Meta said in its announcement. 

                        ह      स स                ह                   ह   ,   स          स     

             ह                                   स     स  स       ह   
 “To help control who can reach you on WhatsApp with your username, we’ve built an 

optional username key that others will need to know to message you,” it had said. 

           ह , “ ह                             ऐ                           स        स  
स        स    ह , ह                                 स     ह ,   स               ह           
स         स     ” 

 WhatsApp has increasingly come under the Centre‟s scrutiny. 

      ऐ            स   स                                        ह   
 Last year, the Department of Telecommunications directed Meta to ensure users cannot 

access the app without the registered SIM being active on the device and to log out 
WhatsApp Web users every six hours. 

                                                      उ                        स    ह           

   उ          स            ऐ      उ                                         उ            
 While the latter mandate was rolled back, the former remains. 

 ह                         स            ,        ह                      ह   

 While the firm has resisted compromises on its end-to-end encryption for messages — by 
challenging a part of the IT Rules before the Delhi High Court — Meta has signalled a more 
cooperative attitude in recent years, such as by moving to comply with the SIM binding 

directions. 

                स            -  -            स  स                         ह    ई               

                                         ह ,        ह                                  स      
                      स      उ          सह              स          ह   

ED‟s powers under PMLA over insolvency 
moratorium upheld 

                        PMLA           ED 

                             
 

 The National Company Law Appellate 
Tribunal (NCLAT) has said that the moratorium 
available to companies undergoing insolvency 
proceedings cannot be used to shield assets alleged 
to be proceeds of crimes. 

                                     (NCLAT)     ह  ह  
                   स        ह             उ     

        (Moratorium)    उ                       

(Proceeds of Crime) ह                            स  ऺ  

             ह           स     
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 The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) has said that the moratorium 
available to companies undergoing insolvency proceedings cannot be used to shield 
assets alleged to be proceeds of crimes, while upholding actions taken by the 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) 
against Siddhi Vinayak Logistics. 

                                     (NCLAT)                                       

                    (PMLA)     ह                 (ED)                               
     ह    ह                     स        ह             उ             (Moratorium)    
उ                       ह                            स  ऺ               ह           स     

 It said if there had been any attachment by the ED, then the adjudicatory mechanism 
created under the PMLA alone would have jurisdiction to deal with it. 

 उस    ह         ED                (Attachment)       ह ,    उसस  स                     

PMLA                                 (Adjudicatory Mechanism)    ह            
(Jurisdiction) ह     

 “Tribunals constituted under the IBC are not forums which can entertain any plea 
against the ED,” it said. 

 उस    ह , “IBC                           (Tribunals)  स       ह   ह     ED            स     
       (Plea)             स   ” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


