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Kerala HC junks plea
challenging Padma

award to SNDP leader
TM tion. The petition alleged

KOCHI

A public interest litigation
(PIL) alleging that the Pad-
ma Bhushan award grant-
ed to Sree Narayana Dhar-
ma Paripalana Yogam
(SNDP) leader Vellappally
Natesan was illegal as there
are a host of criminal cases
pending against him, was
dismissed by the Kerala
High Court on Wednesday.

A Division Bench of
Chief Justice Soumen Sen
and Justice Syam Kumar
found no reason to inter-
fere with the award and
held that if Mr. Natesan is
convicted, the President
has the right to annul the
conferment of the decora-

that there were numerous
criminal cases relating to
embezzlement pending
against Mr. Natesan and
challenged the conferment
of the Padma Bhushan.
The Centre informed the
court that the criteria for
the award look into the life-
time achievement of a
nominee.

The court observed that
there is no allegation in the
petition that challenges the
achievements of Mr. Nate-
san, and that even though
criminal proceedings are
pending against him, the
Supreme Court had stayed
one of the cases, and the
other cases had not
reached the trial stage.

Kerala HC junks plea challenging Padma
award to SNDP leader

HT 3T AT A THTASIAT AT Y IS
RERR U e & faeeer aifesr @ier #1

e A Public Interest Litigation (PIL) alleging that
the Padma Bhushan award granted to Sree Narayana
Dharma Paripalana Yogam (SNDP) leader
Vellappally Natesan was illegal as there are a host of
criminal cases pending against him, was dismissed by
the Kerala High Court on Wednesday.

o A 3T FAET A JUIR F 30 FeAted
AT (PIL) &1 @RSt & fe&aT, TSaH I8 3R1T eremmar
T AT TR At ARTIOT ¢ IRATe=T 9T (SNDP) & AT
AT AT I TeleT fhT ITIT Tea ST 37 ¢,
Fifeh 3eToh [AvCY 3eich ATURTTAS HTHS wiod ¢ |

Guru.

Role of Dr. Palpu

Aruvippuram Movement (1888)

Formation of SNDP Yogam (1903)
¢ In 1903, the Aruvippuram Sree Narayana Guru Dharma Paripalana Yogam (SNDP) was registered.

e Sree Narayana Guru was made the permanent chairman, and Kumaran Asan was appointed as the
general secretary.

Sree Narayana Guru Dharma Paripalana (SNDP) Movement

e The SNDP movement was initiated by Sree Narayana Guru Swamy (1856-1928) to challenge the caste
hierarchy and promote social equality among the Ezhavas of Kerala.

e The Ezhavas were traditionally engaged in toddy-tapping and were considered untouchables. They
faced severe discrimination, including denial of education and temple entry.

e The Ezhavas constituted 26% of Kerala's population, making them the largest caste group in the state.

e In 1888, Sree Narayana Guru consecrated a Sivalinga at Aruvippuram on Shivaratri, taking a stone
from the Neyyar River.

e This act was a revolutionary step to demonstrate that idol consecration was not the monopoly of
upper castes.

e The movement attracted Kumaran Asan, a renowned poet, who became a disciple of Sree Narayana

e Dr. Palpu, an Ezhava doctor, played a crucial role in the formation of the SNDP. He led the Ezhava
Memorial (1896) and Malayali Memorial (1891), demanding social and educational rights for Ezhavas.
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Area of Reform of Sree Narayana Guru

e Sree Narayana Guru held the belief that all religions are the same and advocated for equality and
social harmony.

¢ He condemned animal sacrifice and spoke against divisiveness based on caste, race, or creed.

e On the wall of the Aruvippuram Temple, he inscribed the words: “Devoid of dividing walls of caste or
race, or hatred of rival faith, we all live here in brotherhood.”

e He urged the Ezhava community to leave the toddy-tapping profession and abstain from liquor
consumption.
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Over 99% of births, deaths registered in 2024: report
Ra¥e: 2024 & 99% & T o1 AR 7Y TSt §C

Over 99% of births, deaths
registered in 2024: report

Ramya Kannan
CHENNAI

India’s latest civil registra-
tion data, CRS 2024, re-
leased on Wednesday, sug-
gest that registration is
improving across the coun-
try, and that sex ratio at
birth is improving in some
places, but progress re-
mains uneven across the
States and Union
Territories.

India’s sex ratio at birth
is 917 females per 1,000
males, meaning that 917
girls are born for every
1,000 boys.

While there is no sur-
prise in the strong perfor-
mance of Kerala (970 fe-
males per 1000 males)
when it comes to sex ratio
at birth, other States and
Union Territories such as
Arunachal Pradesh (1,050),
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands (984), Meghalaya
(974), and Mizoram (972),
are also top performers.

The weakest figures are
from Nagaland (865),

Lakshadweep (865), and
Jharkhand (890).

A sex ratio at birth that is
close to the biological
norm, or slightly above it,
is an indicator that birth
rates are not heavily dis-
torted by sex selective
abortions/terminations. In-
dia, with its legacy issue of
a son preference has strug-
gled towards achieving a
balance in sex ratio at birth
historically. A masculine
skew at birth has long dom-
inated headlines in several
parts of the country.

Haryana and Punjab
have recorded the lowest
child sex ratios at birth. In
the 2011 Census, Haryana
recorded 834 girls per
1,000 boys, followed close-
ly by Punjab at 846. The
battle to correct the skew
has been long and hard
fought from a policy level.
The number of still births
in 2024 was recorded as
81,117 with a heavy urban
tilt, with 69% of still births
happening in  urban
centres.

The civil registration sys-
tem has continued to ex-
pand its coverage, and im-
proving registration will
offer a clearer picture of
the country’s demographic
transition.

Expanded coverage

Registered births rose from
2.52 crore in 2023 to 2.54
crore in 2024, while regis-
tered deaths increased
from 86.6 lakh to 89.4 lakh.
Thirteen States recorded
above 90% of births and 15
States recorded above 90%
of deaths. The CRS report
shows that the level of birth
registration reached 99.1%
in 2024 and the level of
death registration reached
99.4%, both extremely
close to full coverage.

The rise in registrations
does not necessarily mean
that either fertility or mor-
tality is rising sharply; it
means the system has be-
gun to capture births,
deaths, still births and sex
ratio at birth more compre-
hensively.

Over 99% of births, deaths
registered in 2024: report

RaYE: 2024 7 99% @ f&F T

e India’s latest Civil
Registration System (CRS) 2024
data, released on Wednesday, suggest
that registration is improving across
the country, and that the sex ratio at
birth is improving in some places, but
progress remains uneven across the
States and Union Territories.

o  TYUAR FI TR HRA & AdATH
Ao gsfieor gutrely (CRS) 2024 &
37Tehs T § for X &er 3 deftevor
SHIEAT H GUR & @ § AT S A=A
Wm#mm@maw'g'}n%,
fohe Tl 3R g anfde waeit o oy
mﬁmaﬂmﬁra&f@éﬁ

e India’s sex ratio at birth is
917 females per 1,000 males,
meaning that 917 girls are born for
every 1,000 boys.

o R FSH & GAY fAeTaraT
1,000 ST 9T 917 JsfRAT &, 3raTa

A 1,000 ASHI & ST W 917 dsfhal &7 ST giar ¢

e While there is no surprise in the strong performance of Kerala (970 females per 1,000
males) when it comes to sex ratio at birth, other States and Union Territories such as
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Arunachal Pradesh (1,050), Andaman and Nicobar Islands (984), Meghalaya (974), and
Mizoram (972) are also top performers.

o ToH & FHY FAMTITT & Heat 7 el (1,000 T5HT X 970 w3fHal) F7 3cgse gt 3rafara
o, fohe] VT W& (1,050), 3H5ATT AR fAFER geliawegg (984), Autery (974) oo AR
(972) 31 U= 31T g AT wer off M geeierehanait & enfder g

e The weakest figures are from Nagaland (865), Lakshadweep (865), and Jharkhand (890).

o T A 33 ANIElS (865), FETEHIT (865) IUT FIR@S (890) H UTed &T &

e Haryana and Punjab have recorded the lowest child sex ratios at birf’h.

o gRamon 3R goTe # e F wHg are e g9 FH g R g

e Inthe 2011 Census, Haryana recorded 834 girls per 1,000 boys, followed closely by
Punjab at 846.

o 2011 &Y STTTOTAT H gRITOM 3 1,000 5! 9T 834 ASFHAT ot FI 313, STfF Yoia & Tg T&AT
846 Y|

e The number of still births in 2024 was recorded as 81,117 with a heavy urban tilt, with 69%
of still births happening in urban centres.

o 2024 F FasrAl (Feaad) @rﬂwsmnaﬁraﬁra@ﬁaﬁw%mﬁawaﬁﬁgﬁl

e Registered births rose from 2.52 crore in 2023 to 2.54 crore in 2024, while registered
deaths increased from 86.6 lakh to 89.4 lakh.

o YSilehe STeAl I TEAT 2023 H 2.52 FAF T TG 2024 H 2.54 FUF g1 973, STdieh oliehel Heg

$r G&AT 86.6 AT T Toa 89.4 AT & 15|

e Thirteen States recorded above 90% of births and 15 States recorded above 90% of
deaths.

. T Tl 3 90% W 3f e ol g, ST h daE Tt 7 90% W Hfeh #peq Yo |
e The CRS report shows that the level of birth registration reached 99.1% in 2024 and the
level of death registration reached 99.4%, both extremely close to full coverage.

o WRTH RUE & TR 2024 H FoH TSIHI0T T TR 99.1% TUT Heg TSHIH0T I T 99.4%
T TE 31T, SAY SITSHT 0T hakel & AN &

e Therise in registrations does not necessarily mean that either fertility or mortality is rising
sharply; it meansthe system has begun to capture births, deaths, still births and sex ratio
at birth more comprehensively.

. ﬁmﬁ@wwyéaﬁ%%mamﬂﬂﬁmwgﬁaﬁeﬁsﬂaﬂm&

Ig & o 319 YOIl SIed, e, FASTwH TUT oA & FA FAMTaIT & HaIfere silenst 1 12
I F F ToT FT W &1

As per the latest 5" report of National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5, 2019-21) of Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare the sex ratio of total population (females per 1000 males) is 1020 for the country
as a whole, with sex ratio rural at 1037 and sex ratio urban at 985.
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Special court rejects Priyank’s
claim in RSS defamation case

Judge terms Minister’s contention that the RSS is not a registered organisation as ‘devoid of merit’;

refers to judicial precedents declaring the RSS to be a definite, identifiable body or class of persons

Krishnaprasad
BENGALURU

n a setback to Karna-
l taka Home Minister

Priyank Kharge, a spe-
cial court in Bengaluru has
rejected his contention
that no member of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) can maintain a
criminal defamation com-
plaint because the RSS is
“not a registered organisa-
tion and it does not main-

tain any  registered
membership”.

The court termed Mr.
Kharge’s contention

“wholly untenable and de-
void of merit” while refer-
ring to various past judicial
precedents, in which the
High Courts and the Su-
preme Court have clearly

Q The stacuce does not prescribe *&

any requiremenc of EUHW
membership, registracion, >
incorporation, or documentary
proof of affiliacdion as a conditie
precedent for recognisinga
body of persons under che law

SPECIAL COURT

declared that “the RSS is a
definite, determinate, and
identifiable body or class
of persons; and conse-
quently, where defamatory
imputations are made
against the RSS as an or-
ganisation, an individual
member of the RSS is com-
petent to maintain a com-
plaint for defamation”.
Sandeep Patil, judge of
the special court of magis-

=]

-

trate for criminal cases

against former and present
MPs and MLAs in Karnata-
ka, made these observa-
tions in his June 27 order of
taking cognisance of the of-
fence of criminal defama-
tion under Section 356 of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta (BNS) against Mr.
Kharge, and Mohammed
Haris Nalapad, son of Con-
gress MLA N.A. Haris, on a

defamation case filed by
Bengaluru-based RSS
member Tejas A.

Relying on Section 2(26)
of the BNS, the court point-
ed out that the definition of
“person” expressly in-
cludes “any company or
association or body of per-
sons, whether incorporat-
ed or not”, and “the statute
does not prescribe any re-
quirement of formal mem-
bership, registration, in-
corporation, or
documentary proof of affi-
liation as a condition pre-
cedent for recognising a
body of persons under the
law”.

Whether the complai-
nant is part of such identi-
fiable group is a matter to
be established by evidence
during trial, the court said.

Special Court Rejects Priyank Kharge’s Claim in RSS Defamation Case
Y AT  IRTHTH AT ATAS F NI @3 & g ' @RS fHar

e |n asetback to Karnataka Home Minister Priyank Kharge, a special court in Bengaluru has
rejected his contention that no member of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) can
maintain a criminal defamation complaint because the RSS is “not a registered
organisation and it does not maintain any registered membership”.

Felleeh & I[6 HAT Priyank Kharge & o7 Teh siceh o &9 &, S3Te1% T Ueh faQy Jrgrerd o 3o
ZH doh ol ATAIPR A AT foh TSET TaIWTH T (IRTHATH) FT DI HT &8I ARITOH
Gollehel HeEIT A8l g1
e The court termed Mr. Kharge’s contention “wholly untenable and devoid of merit” while
referring to various past judicial precedents, in which the High Courts and the Supreme
Court have clearly declared that “the RSS is a definite, determinate, and identifiable body or
class of persons; and consequently, where defamatory imputations are made against the

RSS as an organisation, an individual member of the RSS is competent to maintain a
complaint for defamation”.

T A 1 @3 o ek I “qofer: 3T T YR Il gU fafdet #arf geeielt i
oo AT, fSTd 3T FARITe™) T 3TadH ~I™TEd & TI5¢ & U Fgl ¢ [ IRTHATH T
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JPC likely to
retain clause
on removal

of Ministers
iGS II: Polity |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

After 10 rounds of meet-
ings since December 2025,
the Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) examin-
ing the Constitution (130th
Amendment) Bill, 2025, is
likely to recommend re-
taining the clause that pro-
poses the removal of the
Prime Minister, Chief Mi-
nisters, and other Minis-
ters from office if they are
arrested and detained in
custody for 30 consecutive
days for serious offences.

The draft report is ex-
pected to be circulated by
July 10, and the panel is
scheduled to meet on July
17 to finalise it ahead of the
Monsoon Session of Parlia-
ment. Most INDIA bloc
members had boycotted
the JPC, arguing that given
the ruling alliance’s nu-
merical strength in the 31-
member panel headed by
BJP MP Aparajita Sarangi,
their views would not be
accommodated.

According to sources,
many members felt that
the clause provides adeg-
uate time for seeking bail
and is in no way violative of
the principles of natural
justice. At best, the com-
mittee is likely to issue a ca-
veat to prevent misuse of
the law.

PR @A gl

e Sandeep Patil, judge of the special court for criminal cases against
former and present MPs and MLAs in Karnataka, made these observations in
his June 27 order of taking cognisance of the offence of criminal defamation
under Section 356 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) against Mr. Kharge
and Mohammed Haris Nalapad, son of Congress MLA N. A. Haris, in a
defamation case filed by Bengaluru-based RSS member Tejas A..

Feliea H TIAT Ud qd WiEaT 2T faemaet & faeeer smaufRes el
GeAdTS A arell FAAT 3eTerd & =ArATeer Sandeep Patil a¥ 27 ST o 3791 3TeT
H AT =T ST (BNS) &7 4RT 356 & 3cTeTd IR ATeTgifer & 3TIRTT
WW@FTE’U%@E%TH&TW%W N. A. Haris & g9 Mohammed Haris
Nalapad & faetr og fevaul &) g ArTeifar T ATHET Fo1ee Harh IReaey

TS Tejas A. GaRT GRIT feham ara 2|

e Relying on Section 2(26) of the BNS, the court pointed out that the
definition of “person” expressly includes “any company or association or
body of persons, whether incorporated or not”, and “the statute does not
prescribe any requirement of formal membership, registration,
incorporation, or documentary proof of affiliation as a condition precedent for
recognising a body of persons under the law”.

AT 7T W (BNS) T 4IRT 2(26) F7 3501 Fl U wAATH oF el foh
“STFA” 1 AR & Tase &9 F el ot Fuahl, Fer 3r2ar A Faal & Wagg
QAT fohaT ITAT &, g T8 Toiiehcl 81 IT wTgT | T Y, Hiolet # fohell Heg 1
AT &ol & T 3toaniers weeaa, gsfieor, faereianor 3r2ar @aguar &
EEATAST JHTOT S 7T QT AGT SeATT ITAT & |

e Whether the complainant is part of such an identifiable group is a
matter to be established by evidence during the trial, the court said.

ARATerd & e o RIsraaesal areda 7 08 gl Ao §ofg 1 Heed & AT
76T, 95 Framor (grrer) & aNie Tede wmet & MR W e frar smeem)

JPC Likely to Retain Clause on Removal of Ministers
GFT GHAT WATY AR AT FY 98 F ger Gatll Jraen qere
@ Y gHIEAT

e After 10 rounds of meetings since December 2025, the Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC) examining the Constitution (130th
Amendment) Bill, 2025, is likely to recommend retaining the clause that
proposes the removal of the Prime Minister, Chief Ministers, and other
Ministers from office if they are arrested and detained in custody for 30
consecutive days for serious offences.

famaY 2025 & 10 =R Y d5Hi & 1, WA (13087 TAveE) fadaw, 2025
hT T Y W WYFT FHART FIATY (JPC) SaRT 38 WIGEITed &hi §e110 W Y
TR TohT STTet Y FeTTaetr &, ToTereh 31T I Wt FEIHA 372rar 3=
#HEAY Y T 3rRTEY F A H PRTFAR 3R F9MaR 30 =Y ao =i
AT H T@T AT &, A 3o¢ U @ G S FehcT o
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e Most INDIA bloc members had boycotted the JPC, arguing that given the ruling alliance’s
numerical strength in the 31-member panel headed by BJP MP Aparajita Sarangi, their
views would not be accommodated.
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Yes and no

Governments must respect the
decision-making of gram sabhas

new report, based on Rural Development

Ministry surveys, opens a rare data-backed

window into the erosion of India’s grass-
roots democracy. But where the state has framed
the issue as one of “vibrancy”, the report high-
lights a paradox. It acknowledges that “participa-
tion fatigue” has kept citizens from engaging in
gram sabhas whereas its solutions, such as more
meetings and oversight, are a recipe to further alie-
nate the rural working class. The 73rd Amendment
empowers gram sabhas, but governments have re-
duced them to clearinghouses for central and State
schemes. This fundamental aspect must change.
However, in response to 18%-28% of respondents
citing a lack of outcomes as the reason for low in-
terest, the report pushes for greater use of the NIR-
NAY app and to upload meeting minutes in real-
time. In the real world, panchayat secretaries thus
have less time facilitating discussion even as lack-
lustre oversight has allowed officials to tell workers
that their MGNREGA demands were ‘not entered
in the system’ due to server errors. Similarly, that
more than half of the barriers to participation are
related to livelihoods could point as much to visibly
systemic issues — such as the precarious nature of
rural labour today — as to deliberate economic ex-
clusion by the state, as scholars have highlighted.
But the report does not acknowledge such diver-
gent possibilities. Due to the state failing to institu-
tionalise attendance as a paid component of social
protection, gram sabhas have remained a play-
ground for the leisured elite such as landlords and
contractors.

According to the report, gram sabhas spend 13%
of the time identifying local issues but only 4% dis-
cussing revenue generation. But gram panchayats
have been systematically constrained from raising
their taxes, leaving them dependent on grants. The
14th and 15th Finance Commissions grants tied
panchayat spending to central priorities such as
drinking water and sanitation, limiting local prior-
ities to ‘flagship’ programmes such as the Jal Jeevan
Mission and Swachh Bharat. There is thus no in-
centive for citizens to attend a meeting if the funds
are being earmarked by Delhi bureaucrats. The re-
port also states that Provisions of the Panchayats
(Extension to the Scheduled Areas) (PESA) Act
areas have “reasonably strong physical infrastruc-
ture”. Under the PESA Act 1996 and related forest
rights laws, gram sabhas have the right to provide
prior informed consent for land acquisition and
mining. However, the state routinely bypasses
them or uses the excuse of low participation to ma-
nufacture consent. The Hasdeo Arand protests
were rooted in this issue. There is a right to say ‘no’
and the state simply needs to acknowledge it. If
‘yes’ must be the only answer, the report’s grouses
are a farce.

31391 sr8aye & 31T et & it 1 sfgser fonar o
3oTehT doh AT foh $ITSTIT WIAE Aparajita Sarangi T 3T€&TAT arelr
31 FeF WA 7 TaFe TS T HEITcHS F&d & HRUT
3oToh T IRT ol TUT =T8T fHelam|

Yes and No
gt 3ix a7t
e A newreport, based on Rural Development

Ministry surveys, opens a rare data-backed window into the
erosion of India’s grassroots democracy.

YT faT FaTerT & TdfeTolt ux 3R U #7s R 9Ra
& ST e 3 &ROT OR -3 Tk geiet gTeHIoT
T Y &

e It acknowledges that “participation fatigue” has
kept citizens from engaging in gram sabhas, whereas its

solutions, such as more meetings and oversight, are a recipe
to further alienate the rural working class.

RAIE TIRR AT ¢ foh “STafgrY T g1 & HRUT ARTRS
AT FHIHT H 197 ool A G ET I8 8, STaIeh SHeb HATTA, S8
3110k et 3R AR T caaeaT, arsr sifds gt a1 31k
31T 3TCTIT-2I 3T et T HTETH o] Tohdl &

o However, in response to 18%-28% of respondents
citing a lack of outcomes as the reason for low interest, the
report pushes for greater use of the NIRNAY app and to
upload meeting minutes in real time.

gTcllfeh, ST 18%-28% 3TRGIAT3T of & T T HRUT S
IRUTAY T AT T, dF RO T NIRNAY ¥9 & 31706
YN TAT 35 HT FIRIAE) Y IETTdH AT F HTAS T
X el fea|

e Inthe real world, panchayat secretaries thus have
less time facilitating discussion even as lacklustre oversight
has allowed officials to tell workers that their MGNREGA
demands were “not entered in the system” due to server
errors.

TGN TR R, garad @fat & 9ra =l &l GIre galred &
T d THT T§ ST &, TTh HHASR IR & HROT
AR HTHFT T Tg Fg S & Toh IeTeh! AAWIM (MGNREGA)
el AT T Rt & HROT “Joeh F o A gS1°

e Due to the state failing to institutionalise attendance
as a paid component of social protection, gram sabhas

have remained a playground for the leisured elite such as
landlords and contractors.

= Tor o 3ufEfar ot wrennfore gRa & 3ided sperane deg
SYTEAT & T H T AT SI12T, SHTAT ATH THIE STHIGRT
3T SFERY FA Yo 97 T AT dART @ IS 2
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e According to the report, gram sabhas spend 13% of the time identifying local issues but
only 4% discussing revenue generation.

RAIE & TR, AT THIE 3791 THY T 13% FUTART FHAEATHT T TgleT & g clld e &,
STafes Shael 4% THY AT FoAeT I T4l 3 ST AT ¢ |

e Butgram panchayats have been systematically constrained from raising their taxes, leaving
them dependent on grants.

fohed T TTAEl T AT T T e HT Sl & AehT AT, FSraeh HROT I 3referat
R g S ¢l

e The 14th and 15th Finance Commission grants tied panchayat spending to Central
priorities such as drinking water and sanitation, limiting local priorities to flagship
programmes such as the Jal Jeevan Mission and Swachh Bharat.

143 U9 15 T 3TANT & Jefelell o GUIal & o3 I HE T iR, S e 3R
Taeod], 9 Sis feam, forad wureiry graffisart srer sfaer forre 31k Fawe a8 wga
FRFAT d WA 8T TS

e The report also states that Provisions of the Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled
Areas) Act (PESA) areas have “reasonably strong physical infrastructure”.

RalE gg off gl & o damrra (rpfara &t & fRAear) sifafaasr (PESA) & siceia 3 arer
&t & “gaied T § Yo #ifaw sraataar 39y ¢

e Under the PESA Act, 1996 and related forest rights laws, gram sabhas have the right to
provide prior informed consent for land acquisition and mining.

o AT, 1996 AT Hefd Tafla R F1egal & 3dld AT W3 1 1 Jrftrargor va
oI & ToT q& qfra agafa 2= 1 fRwR e 2|
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02J7 | Centre fixes minimum wage of ¥300 per day under VB-G RAM G scheme
Fg @ VB-G RAM G NI & Jideta seTad dfarsh Aarqdr T300 fauifa #r

Centre fixes minimum wage of Y300 per day under VB-G RAM G scheme

oS - Governance: GS 4
The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Centre has fixed a
floor wage of T300 per day
under the Viksit Bharat-
Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
(VB-G RAM G) Act, 2025,
which came into effect on
Tuesday replacing the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Ru-
ral Employment Guaran-
tee Act (MGNREGA), 2005.
The 21 States and Union
Territories which paid less
than ¥300 per day under
the MGNREGA have had
their wage rates increased
to this level, while States al-
ready paying above 3300
saw more minimal hikes.
Four major Hindi-belt

Centre fixes minimum wage of ¥300 per day under VB-G RAM G scheme

States saw significant wage
increases — ¥48 in Uttar
Pradesh, ¥45 in Bihar, ¥39
in Madhya Pradesh, and
19 in Rajasthan — com-
pared with the last
MGNREGA rates set in
2025-26. Barring the U.T. of
Dadra and Nagar Haveli
and Daman and Diu,
where wages remain un-
changed from the MGNRE-
GA levels, Telangana re-
corded the lowest increase
of just %1, with wages rising
0.33% from 3307 to T308.

Other southern States
which were already above
the 2300 level also saw mi-
nimal hikes, including
Andhra Pradesh (1.6%), Ta-
mil Nadu (2.7%), and Kar-
nataka (3.2%).

Excluding the special
rate of ¥450 applicable to
certain gram panchayats in
Sikkim, Haryana continues
to have the highest wage
rate at 409, but recorded
one of the lowest increases
of just 2.25%. Haryana
(¥409), Goa (406) and
Kerala (3401) are the only
States with wage rates
above 3400.

‘Hike above 15%’
Northern and northeast-
ern States which saw wage
hikes above 15% to reach
the 3300 level include Aru-
nachal Pradesh, Nagaland,
Himachal Pradesh, Utta-
rakhand, Jharkhand, As-
sam, Tripura, Sikkim, and
West Bengal.

\‘1

Small boost: Several States which paid less than 2300 per day
under MGNREGA have had their wage rates jacked up. ARUN KULKARNI

Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh criti-
cised the notification, say-
ing the wages remain
“unjustifiably low”. He
reiterated the Congress’s
demand, made during the

2024 Lok Sabha campaign,
for a national daily mini-
mum wage of 3400 for all
workers in India.

“The Expert Committee
headed by Dr. Anoop Sat-
pathy, set up by the Modi

government, had also re-
commended a national mi-
nimum wage floor of ¥375
per day in 2019,” he said.
Mr. Ramesh noted that
the Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Rural
Development, chaired by
Congress MP Saptagiri Ula-
ka, had also consistently
recommended higher wag-
es for MGNREGA workers.
Given the “widespread
minimum wage protests in
industrial hubs like Noida,
and at a time when the
stagnation of rural wages is
widely recognised as a key
constraint on our econom-
ic growth”, the notification
was both a “snub to India’s
workers and an unwise
economic policy,” he said.

“A just minimum wage for
India’s workers would
adopt Dr. Satpathy’s re-
commendation and ac-
commodate the increase in
prices since then,” he
added.

Burden on States

Mr. Ulaka said his party
had opposed the VB-G
RAM G Act “from the
streets to Parliament” and
would continue to do so.
“We appeal to the govern-
ment that the VB-G RAM G
be repealed and a streng-
thened MGNREGA be
brought back,” he said at a
press conference here. He
criticised the shift from the
rights-based, demand-dri-
ven MGNREGA to what he

¥ A VB-G RAM G ST F Iaeta werad afersh Aarqdr T300 fovuifa

described as a supply-dri-
ven, government-driven
VB-G RAM G.

Mr. Ulaka said a key con-
cern was the new cost-
sharing arrangement. Un-
der MGNREGA, the Centre
bore almost the entire la-
bour cost, while material
costs were shared in a
60:40 ratio. Under VB-G
RAM G, however, the com-
bined labour and material
expenditure is now subject
to the 60:40 ratio, he said.
“If additional work needs
to be provided beyond
this, the financial burden
will fall on the State go-
vernment,” he added.

DATA POINT
» PAGE 9

e The Centre has fixed a floor wage of ¥300 per day under the Viksit Bharat Guarantee for
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) (VB-G RAM G) Act, 2025, which came into effect
on Tuesday, replacing the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), 2005.
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g TR o AT 9IRT TRE BR SR U8 ATt A (@m@fion) [VB-G RAM G]
Frfafaaa, 2025 & 3ideTa €300 wfafest i 7geraw Aol AU #1871 I8 R FAarear
awgmmmmmmmmmm(m, 2005 T TATT
o o)

e The 21 States and Union Territories which paid less than ¥300 per day under the
MGNREGA have had their wage rates increased to this level, while States already paying
above ¥300 saw more minimal hikes.

3 21 T AR Fg nfla waer, STl #aan & 3iceid €300 afafeer & o Forgdy & el o,
oTehl FoTedl SETehT 58 To cleh T Al TS §, STaifeh T300 W 3T Hofell &=t arel Tt 3
3AETTH ATHAT Feier I 778 5|

e Four major Hindi-belt States saw significant wage increases — ¥48 in Uttar Pradesh, ¥45 in

Bihar, ¥39 in Madhya Pradesh, and %19 in Rajasthan — compared with the last MGNREGA
rates set in 2025-26.

Y st & & IR 9oE TS A Seau-T Foigll JEf0 §5 §—Ie wawr & 248, Rgw 7 245,
HET G 7 T39, TUT TASAEAT 3 €19 FT JEA—AT 2025-26 # Feia 3Tt #etem Aogd a3
T JeAT A

e Excluding the special rate of ¥450 applicable to certain Gram Panchayats in Sikkim,
Haryana continues to have the highest wage rate at €409, but recorded one of the lowest
increases of just 2.25%.

s 1 o a1 Jergal 7 o] 2450 F1 [3AT SR T BIsHT, gRATON 7 319 87 T 317w

HG &X ¥409 &, T TgT ot sharel 2.25% @Y, S Had el T H & Th &

e Haryana (Z409), Goa (¥406) and Kerala (Z401) are the only States with wage rates above

%400.

FRATOT (T409), 7T (T406) TUT HTeT (T401) &1 VA USH § ST Aol & T400 U 3ifUH &

Why has the govt. notified a
new set of telecom rules?

How do the rules change the telecom regulatory framework? What powers does the Act give the govt.?

Aroon Deep

The story so far:

he Telecommunications Act,
2023, saw a clutch of rules
being notified this month,

namely the
Telecommunications (Authorisation for
Provision of Principal Telecommunication
Services) Rules, 2026; the
Telecommunications (Authorisation for
Captive Telecommunication Services)
Rules, 2026; and the Telecommunications
(Authorisation for Provision of
Miscellaneous Telecommunication
Services) Rules, 2026.

‘What changes for telecom operators
and users?

There are not many operational changes
in India’s telecom ecosystem due to the
parent act or the rules being notified, as

the major objective of the legislation is to
simplify the oft-amended Indian
Telegraph Act, 1885, which it replaces
(along with other accompanying laws, like
the Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933.

Along the way, the Union government
got some greater powers in the text of the
parent statute, such as a definition of
“telecommunication” that can be used to
regulate messaging apps. (While the
government initially denied this, last year
the Department of Telecommunications
(DoT) tried to force WhatsApp to log out
users every six hours from web instances
of the service, and to “bind” every user to
a SIM, as an anti-spam measure.)

Which provisions of the Act have
already been brought into force?

This is, of course, not the beginning of the
notification of the Act. As early as 2024,
the government notified parts of the law,

such as one that renamed the Universal
Service Obligation Fund (where telcos are
required to pay into a corpus to fund
financially unfeasible telecom
infrastructure in remote and isolated
areas) to the Digital Bharat Nidhi. Another
part of the law that was notified was one
that allowed the government to seize
telecom infrastructure on national
security or war grounds.

More parts of the law that have already
been notified in previous months include
areplacement for the interception orders,
where in spite of an industry and civil
society push, the government retained
senior officials’ powers to issue phone
and internet tapping orders.

The specific rules notified this month
replace the bulk of the licensing
framework for telecom operators. This
has been replaced with the term
“authorisation,” accompanied by

language that simplifies and modifies
some of the paperwork that telcos and
Internet Service Providers (ISPs) have to
do. It also adds anti-spam enforcement as
an obligation under the Parent Act.

‘Why are some aspects of the new
regime still uncertain?

The new telecom act also recognises
satellite internet, but this has been taken
away, even as Starlink, the largest satellite
internet provider in the world, awaits
approvals to launch. “The final Rules have
removed explicit references to Global
Mobile Personal Communications by
Satellite (GMPCS), as contained in the
Draft Rules,” the law firm Khaitan & Co
wrote in a brief. Separately, news reports
(and the delay) indicate that the
government is yet to give up on concerns
of whether it can truly shut off Starlink,
seeing how it is used in countries like Iran
in defiance of the local government.

At any rate, telcos and ISPs can choose
to migrate to this authorisation regime
now, or wait until their licenses expire
and then apply afresh. As Khaitan & Co
pointed out, “a significant volume of
operational detail is still awaited ...
implementation detail awaits further
clarity and remains dependent on further
specifications, including the ‘sound”
track-record criterion, exemption
thresholds and technical directions.”

Why has the government notified a new set of telecom rules?

THER A PEAR AaAt &1 7247 Fogg 41 rferqfaa fmar g

¢ How do the rules change the telecom regulatory framework?

I s AR foramaes afe 3 fre g aRader e 872

THE GIST

A4

The newly notified rules largely
replace the old telecom
licensing framework with an
authorisation regime, simplify
compliance for telecom
operators and ISPs, and add
anti-spam obligations, while
leaving day-to-day operations
largely unchanged.

A d

Although several provisions of
the Telecommunications Act
have already been brought into
force, implementation is still
incomplete, with satellite
internet rules, Starlink
approvals, and key operational
details yet to be clarified.
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What powers does the Act give the government?
I HTAFATH TIHR A Fid-ahleT T TR TeTeT HIar g2

The Telecommunications Act, 2023, saw a clutch of rules being notified this month, namely
the Telecommunications (Authorisation for Provision of Principal Telecommunication
Services) Rules, 2026; the Telecommunications (Authorisation for Captive
Telecommunication Services) Rules, 2026; and the Telecommunications (Authorisation
for Provision of Miscellaneous Telecommunication Services) Rules, 2026.

TIEAR HAfATH, 2023 & 3HeTd 38 A6 F$ g R e e §, ot graew (e
TIEAR QAT & FIaeTe g FiferEon) fwe, 2026, qEEER (Hftea qraar danst & waw &g
wiferon) foraT, 2026, U grEEAR (RAfer qreer dansit & wraure & wifton) fos, 2026
QAT &

What changes for telecom operators and users?

IR AT Yeranit 3% susieranst & fow #ar aRad= g

There are not many operational changes in India’s telecom ecosystem due to the parent
Act or the rules being notified, as the major objective of the legislation is to simplify the oft-
amended Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, which it replaces (along with other accompanying
laws, like the Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933).

et srferferaar qar U sl & R 8 3§ 0 $ gTEaR TR 7 95 3ifes TR
Heefl gRacil 78T g1t Fifoh 3 hlefet T HTT 36e¥T TR-IR HAMTAT fhT 71T HRAT IR
fafags, 1885 T TUTT A 3 I FA1AT ¢ | SHS AU & IRRAW e sfafaga, 1933
S 37 Ha eI shiefait o1 o TUTeT forar ara g

Along the way, the Union government got some greater powers in the text of the parent
statute, $uch as a definition of “telecommunication” that can be used to regulate
messaging apps.
svmﬁéwmﬁﬂgm%mgﬁaﬁﬁwmm?ﬁ o
“EIEAR” 1 T aRe, foreent suiter AAfsir dow &1 fafaafAid s & fow faar s @swar
gl

(While the government initially denied this, last year the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) tried to force WhatsApp to log out users every six hours from
web instances of the service, and to “bind” every user to a SIM, as an anti-spam measure.)

(T THR o YREH 3 goTeh foram 41, i el 9 qraar fasmr (DoT) & sgreaty
P TP BF ¢ H A9 GEHIOT F SYANITHAT3IT T 19T 3T3C Hlal TAT TAh 3TANhdT i Th
R @ ‘e &9 & Siset &1 s o o, ford S0l Uy & w9 & g o ara))

Which provisions of the Act have already been brought into force?

Frfafaer & Hia-3 wraeer g & Ay e o g 32

This is, of course, not the beginning of the notification of the Act.

TAEdE, TE AT & TG ATRIOT T BT 761 ¢ |

As early as 2024, the government notified parts of the law, such as one that renamed the
Universal Service Obligation Fund (where telcos are required to pay into a corpus to fund

financially unfeasible telecom infrastructure in remote and isolated areas) to the Digital
Bharat Nidhi.

2024 H € THR o HTAFAIH & $o 797 AAGRIT X U &, 51 Ifaader afdw sitfeaater
%3 (FHe qUEaR F9AAT g7y Ta g ¥4 7 31 &9 § 3reqagi qUaaR Hae=ell &
TaeaISoT 8 AeTeret &t &) 1 A1 Seera fBfSree s fafer s enfdver |
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Another part of the law that was notified was one that allowed the government to seize
telecom infrastructure on national security or war grounds.

IR fohT 91T Ueh 3 FrarerTed o 37cfeel TRHI hY ISEIT G&TT 3727aT Jour i Feufd &
TIEAR HTETIAT 370 [F=0T oot o1 TR T arm|

More parts of the law that have already been notified in previous months include a
replacement for the interception orders, where in spite of an industry and civil society push,

the government retained senior officials’ powers to issue phone and internet tapping
orders

oo AT F ITRGRIT 3 TTaeel 7 $eTARAT e 1 72 grer o enfdrer 8, e
37T e StaTet 3R AR HATS 1 3T & STaofe R o aRes JfFRAT & Bier
TUT AT TAIRTAY ML TR FLA o 3TTASRR I AR @ |

The specific rules notified this month replace the bulk of the licensing framework for
telecom operators.|

58 g ifRgfaa faflrse foeer qrear ar veransit & 3iftremier argdfdiT af &1 U o B |
This has been replaced with the term “authorisation,” accompanied by language that

simplifies and modifies some of the paperwork that telcos and Internet Service Providers
(ISPs) have to do.

379 3HF TATT G “HTTRIRIOT (ATARTSALAT)” Qe T 3TANT fohar 1 &, foraes arer oY emr
3YATS IS & Sl qUEER HUferdl TUT §eAC JaT Feld13t (1SPs) T Fes TRHfateh aenRerdraif
T T AT FRfT IR

It also adds anti-spam enforcement as an obligation under the Parent Act.

saeh faRera, Ig #r srfaferasr & siaeia -0l gads 1 8 v HfFart affica & sa
afFafad Sar gl

Why are some aspects of the new regime still uncertain?

TS SIGEYT F F6 Yool a3l oft srfafaa w4t 2

The new telecom Act also recognises satellite internet, but this has been taken away, even
as Starlink, the largest satellite internet provider in the world, awaits approvals to launch.

o1 grEAR FfAfAae 3uarE $exate 1 o Awgar o §, foheg 5 Heer & Tuse grawr ger fiw
T 8, STefeh faRa & Tk I21 IUAE geToIe AaT Jerdl Ferfereh 378l off Farelel T gty hr
JATeTT X & 6l

“The final Rules have removed explicit references to Global Mobile Personal
Communications by Satellite (GMPCS), as contained in the Draft Rules,” the law firm
Khaitan & Co wrote in a brief.

I we STt U8 Huet & 319y Gferea awer & for@r o “3ifae st & saead Aesd wWbad
FEgfAHd I TABE (GMPCS) o TS Sooid, Sl I1eT gt 7 #Hiope &, ger few v g’

Separately, news reports (and the delay) indicate that the government is yet to give up on
concerns of whether it can truly shut off Starlink, seeing how it is used in countries like Iran in
defiance of the local government.

3TeTaT-37efeT FATAR ReT (3R 31efrtest 3 &) & Teohel Aol § o TR 3780 off 5 a7y
o Tifad § foh a7 a8 ada & Ferfois ST AATU d¢ T Thall, STafch §eT ST Sif 7 SHHT
IYLNT TATAT AR & GfATE AT HAgeTeAT Pl g ham ST &

At any rate, telcos and ISPs can choose to migrate to this authorisation regime now, or wait
until their licenses expire and then apply afresh.

rergrer grEaR Faferal 3R $eTeie JaT TGTaT (ISPs) 1§ At 3737 S8 ATFrET0T SqaEAT 1 379l
Hehel &, 31YAT 3T AcTHT STSEE hT 3Tafel FHTC gled o Tg JeT: et < Hevel & |
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e As Khaitan & Co pointed out, “a significant volume of operational detail is still awaited ...
implementation detail awaits further clarity and remains dependent on further specifications,
including the ‘sound’ track-record criterion, exemption thresholds and technical
directions.”

SrT o BTt U8 H9elt o Seoid forar g, “afareret Hel 3rieh Ageaqot faawor 3relr ot araferd
g... Frade A I3 S Tge3i TR el 3R TSN HTaRIH & U1 d MY SN fohT Sret arer
fafardel oX e ), fSrerdt qog Frd-gfaera 1 AIes, T A WA, TUT dhelih forder
AT 17

GS Paper lll: Economy 02 July 2026

TOPICS COVERED

02J7 | A unified policy architecture for India’s energy future

YR & SHul yiIss & g wastgpa Hifoma srem

02J7 | World Bank may scrap funding target for climate projects

farea 3% Srerary aRaier=3t & frw Raayor e FATCT FT Gehar ¥

02J7 | NSE is a public authority under RTI Act, says Delhi HC
ool I=9 FITIT o gT, IREIITS JIRVAIH & degd T&uHs T did IiaIor g

02J7 | Manufacturing PMI slows to 54.2 in June, second-lowest in 4 years

(et # RAfAATT PMI g€ 54.2 9T 9gdl, 4 au1 A @0 FaW fAFT T

02J7 | What are India’s problems with most credit ratings agencies?

rferemTer e T T fAal & YT ARG &Y FI1 TATIT 22

A unified policy architecture for India’s energy future

YRA & el Yo & fore gatepd ifama waen

e As India looks ahead to the goals of energy self-reliance by 2047 and net-zero emissions
by 2070, the next phase of the energy transition will require an increasingly integrated
approach to planning and governance.

SIA-SIY $TRET 2047 cfoh FslT HTeATASREAT AT 2070 Teh YEH-AY+T ScHoteT & & T 3R IR
&, FSIT WHHACT o 37aTel TROT & fAIT ANeTalr fHoT 3R emreet & 3rftremifties vehiepa gfteeptor

3T ehdr gt

e A policy brief released by the Indian National Science Academy (INSA) in May 2026
highlights the importance of a unified national energy framework that can help align diverse
energy resources, technologies and institutions towards common national objectives.

#E 2026 7 AT T R 3rF1eat (INSA) GaRT SIRY Ues Afa-TaT 3 vhiga T FaAt
TRE@T F FgTd T W@ifehd [ohaT 17 &, ST et FaT Fam=t, sienffFat 3R aeast &
TS TSI 362t T feem & FAfead et 7 Tg e gl dohell ¢

¢ India has already established strong foundations through initiatives such as the Saubhagya
Scheme, the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, and ambitious renewable energy
programmes.

AR o FIHTTT AT, THTTHA) Sooadl AT JUT Hgcaraniell AdHIoNT FaT FrIwAT S
Tg el & ATETH § gl & HaTed TR T Y foram g1

e Renewable energy installed capacity has grown from approximately 40 GW in 2015 to
approximately 260 GW by 2025, reflecting a determination to diversify the energy mix.
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AdRIVNT FAT T TS &TAAT 2015 F STTHIT 40 HRMETE (GW) T TG 2025 deh oTITHIT 260
aiTaTe g1 oS §, St It fsror 7 laferar o & g deeq @ gl B

As the energy ecosystem becomes more diverse, however, greater coordination among
generation, transmission, storage, distribution and emerging technologies will become
increasingly important.

gToilTeh, S-S FaT g 3178 [3faer g1ar STuem, 3curest, IRYOT, HSROT, faavor q2m 3Rt
vigfafFat & S 31 THeay 3dd 3raeges giar Smeen|

How the Framework W orks

g TRAT fohd ThR HIT T &

The INSA Policy Brief proposes a framework built around four mutually reinforcing pillars:
adequacy, access, affordability and appropriate sustainability.

ITETATHT (INSA) A F&T TR IRER Yoo A arel Tsii—aaieaar, TET, ey
(TE=raT) TUT 3TGFA FadT—IT TR Ueh FR@T Tl AT g

First, adequacy focuses on ensuring reliable and diversified energy supplies through a
balanced portfolio of conventional and emerging energy sources, supported by modern
infrastructure, energy storage and digital technologies.

SH, TATCAT T 36T e foleh HTHTAAT, Fait $EROT 7T Bfdrea defafei & qadar @
IRIRF T 33 FAT At & Aol (0T o Areg s  faeaaeiar vd fafaehiepd =t amqfet
gl fed T 8

The objective is to strengthen energy resilience while reducing long-term vulnerabilities.
SHHI 3G EHhTich HAGARTATIHN I el I §T il SATde I e e &
Second, access emphasises reliable and equitable energy services for all citizens.

efach, wga el ATRET & AT aeaweia vd wre St Famsit o¥ aef & 2|

~

Building on the country’s achievements in electrification and clean cooking access, the
framework advocates strengthening last-mile delivery, improving service quality and
expanding decentralised energy solutions where appropriate.

faegor TUT Faws Wit g T FRALT & &7 7 27 T STATSIT oh JHTUR 9T Tg TRET
3ifosr 8 a% Qar faavor, Q4T JoraaT H GUR U1 ST61 ST &1 61 fAdhoaigpe Fal HATHTA
% TATAR 1 FATT FLAT B |

Third, affordability recognises that a successful energy transition must remain
economically viable for households, businesses and industries.

I, TEATIAT TE TAHR FcA & o Tl Fall FhA0T IRERT, sqaarat aar g & fow
37 &9 ¥ Tag g a1fgv|

The fourth pillar, appropriate sustainability, underscores the importance of pursuing
sustainability in a manner that is aligned with India’s developmental priorities and
resource endowments.

T €, SUFFT el adl, 38 STl TR oI ST ¢ Toh FelaTdlT I R 1 favrarens wrafAswansit
T HHTET HeoTdT 3 36T T FGIAT ST AT

Rather than adopting a one-size-fits-all approach, the framework advocates solutions that
reflect India’s unique social, economic and environmental context.

Tl & AT v FATT GIOCHIOT 3T o TUTT T g TRGT O FATTAT T FHIA Il & T
R Fr fafse grenfasw, nfde aur waiavvi aRfPgfagt w1 gfafsfaa w3

This includes support for local communities, workforce development and region-specific
transition pathways.

ST TUTAT GHER, Friae fasry ot ae-faflrse wehwaor Amt & fow gader sh afeafed
J
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The policy brief also identifies circular economy practices and carbon capture, utilisation
and storage (CCUS) as important cross-cutting enablers that can complement renewable
energy deployment and contribute to reducing emissions from industrial sectors.

e TeiT 9T srdegaw Y 3aURUT3T gUT Fee HFRTFOT, IYFRT T HESROT (CCUS) HY
@Wagmﬁw%mﬁm%,ﬁmmasquﬁmm
¢ a1 e At & g1 aTel IcHsIeT & HH A H ARG & Fhd 81

Recognising that energy transitions occur over decades, the framework proposes a phased
approach.

TE TAHR P ET foh il HHACT GRIHT 3 0T R &, T€ FRET TG gfSEHIVT HT FEAT
AT

Near-term priorities include strengthening infrastructure, accelerating renewable energy
deployment, supporting emerging technologies such as green hydrogen, and developing
institutional mechanisms that can facilitate long-term coordination.

fAehe 37afe S TrATARAT3 7 HTETAAT T oG YA, AAHIONT FaAT oh [AEAR 3 ISt offaT,
e grggioreT Sl 3R Sie@ el ot WicargsT o T Srefenifereh GHwad g WEATIrd aal
T TaehIe T ATA &

Coal, renewables, biomass, natural gas, waste-to-energy systems and emerging clean

technologies each have a role to play in supporting the country’s development aspirations.

HIAe, RO Foft, qrAaTE, T o A4, afise-A-Felt gonfaar 21 3R £ F@ws
Wit —wslt hr et 1 FarsTaTeH s ATHRTAT T I HLel F 37eA-31961 1A B

Their effectiveness can be enhanced through greater coordination and long-term strategic
planning.

SoTh! FHTMSAAT I S5 H-GT AT STEIhlToleh 0T ST & ATETH F FSIAT ST vl
gl

India’s energy transition is not only about expanding capacity; it is about creating a
resilient, affordable and sustainable energy system capable of supporting future growth.

R T FAT FHAT hd ol &THCT faTaR Ik TIAT 61 &; SHAT 364 VT e, Tgalig Jgar
A FaT a7 A AT FLr § N 9T & [y o1 @t & I |
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World Bank may scrap funding target for climate projects

NEW DELHI

Following disapproval
from the U.S. administra-
tion, the World Bank
Group (WBG) has indicat-
ed that it would do away
with its funding target for
climate-centric projects.

“We will complete our
shift from inputs to out-
comes to maximise deve-
lopment impact. We will
retire the 45% climate co-
benefits target and the 35%
target in the Climate
Change  Action  Plan
[CCAP]. We have done sig-
nificant work in answering
client demand and needs,”
the World Bank said in its
June 29 statement on its
CCAP.

Possible impact

Launched in 2020 and ov-
er a five-year period end-
ing 2026, the CCAP man-
dated the WBG to allocate
35% of its total financing
for projects that reduced
emissions or helped com-
munities adapt to climate

change. The goal was in-
creased to 45% in 2023.

The latest announce-
ment by the World Bank
may impact projects in de-
veloping countries.

In India, the World
Bank’s  climate-focused
projects include electrified
freight rail and inland wa-
terways to cut transport
emissions; forest restora-
tion and biodiversity con-
servation in Madhya Pra-
desh and Meghalaya;
climate-resilient  agricul-
ture for smallholders; reh-
abilitation of ageing large
dams; community-led
groundwater management
under Atal Bhujal Yojana;
mangrove restoration
along both coasts; flood fo-
recasting and embank-
ment strengthening in Bi-
har’s Kosi basin; solar
parks and rooftop solar
systems; green hydrogen
for hard-to-abate indus-
tries;  battery  storage
paired with renewables in
Chhattisgarh; Kerala’s
post-2018-flood  resilience
overhaul; and the “One

Policy shift: World Bank's climate-focused projects in India include
those aimed at cutting transport emissions. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Health” livestock disease
programme guarding
against zoonotic spillover.

The Hindu has reached
out to the World Bank spo-
kesperson, asking whether
the latest development
would impact India-based
projects. The spokesper-
son has not responded so
far.

‘Continued support’
The World Bank has said it
would continue to support

countries in their national
plans and meeting their
Nationally ~ Determined
Contributions. While the
CCAP would continue, an
independent  evaluation
group would appraise it.
“We will continue to
track and report on our
two scorecard indicators
on (i) net greenhouse gas
emissions and (ii) benefici-
aries with enhanced resi-
lience to climate risks...We
will continue to report to

the Board on progress, in-
cluding on climate co-be-
nefits,” the statement
added.

U.S. criticism

In April, the US. — the
WBG'’s largest shareholder
— expressed its strong dis-
approval at the CCAP fund-
ing target. “The World
Bank must maintain focus
on its core mission of re-
ducing poverty and in-
creasing economic
growth... It also means jet-
tisoning the Group’s 45%
climate finance target that
breeds inefficiency, dis-
torts economic decision-
making, and moves the
Bank away from its core
mission. At the same time,
we expect greater efficien-
cy, discipline, and accoun-
tability so that every dollar
delivers more impact,” said
U.S. Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent.

U.S. President Donald
Trump, who has labelled
climate change a “con job”,
has withdrawn the country
from the Paris Agreement,

World Bank may scrap funding target for climate projects

fareg 9% Srerary aRASEEt & fow fadryor Fa7 F@ATCT FT FFAT©

the 2015 pledge that binds
countries to reduce green-
house gas emissions in a
way that it leads to global
temperature not exceeding
two degrees Celsius over
the pre-Industrial Age tem-
perature, by 2100.

Much of the subsequent
climate action and the glo-
bal thrust to shield against
ongoing damage from cli-
mate change - including
the World Bank’s - draws
from this principle. Des-
pite the global move to-
wards renewable energy
sources, developing coun-
tries say they have yet to
receive adequate financial
support from developed
countries - despite com-
mitments - to accelerate
the transition.

“The promise to mobil-
ise $300 billion a year for
developing countries de-
pends on strong multilater-
al development banks. If
the World Bank steps back,
that promise becomes
much harder to deliver,”
said Mattias Soderberg, of
non-profit, DanChurchAid.

o Following disapproval from the U.S. administration, the World Bank Group (WBG) has
indicated that it would do away with its funding target for climate-centric projects.

AR garae 1 3EEAT & 16 feT 3F ToF (WBG) F T e § % 7 Ferarg-Fia
RSt & faw AR 3m9e faaiivor geg Y AT F b &

o “We will complete our shift from inputs to outcomes to maximise development impact.

Taeg do =¥ heT, “gH gaTge IMENRA giehior & TRUmT TR giSeehtur i 3R 3= IRace

TR A, ATk FasrTaTestes Teima bt TeIehar# T ST Heh "

o We will retire the 45% climate co-benefits target and the 35% target in the Climate
Change Action Plan (CCAP).

“GH 45% STATY HE-el187 A& TYUT STy TRt F1 JISTAT (CCAP) oh el o efiker 35%

& T AT HLaT|”

e In India, the World Bank’s climate-focused projects include electrified freight rail and
inland waterways to cut transport emissions.

R H Farea 5 AT STorarg-shied IR & TRagT A glet dTel Schslel I A A & T

e A1 Yo Aeas T siadelr sreaAnt A 8|

e These projects also include forest restoration and biodiversity conservation in Madhya

Pradesh and Meghalaya.

ot ARSI & Few gawr 3R FAarerd & qe geredToet qur st fafrerar wwaor of A §)

e The projects support climate-resilient agriculture for smallholders.
3 IRASATE o FIHT o (T STerarg-wfeso] FR i of gerar e 1

e They also include the rehabilitation of ageing large dams.

SoTd QXTeT 93 ATt o7 gerat off iAo &

e The projects support community-led groundwater management under the Atal Bhujal
Yojana.
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ol URBISTAT3 oh AT I S{STel ANotell oh ATEIH W HHC-ITUTR S{aTel FareraT 7 8fy
Sicaried foram Sar gl

They include mangrove restoration along both coasts.

ST alell IS et IR Hata gereaioer o wfFnfod g

The projects also cover flood forecasting and embankment strengthening in Bihar’s Kosi
basin.

o IR & AER & FI e 7 916 qaleqare qur aeaut & Fgrhior 1wy off Afarer
gl

They include solar parks and rooftop solar systems.

zo137 AR 9Tk a7 Twerd B gonfat sfr afEafea g1

The projects also support green hydrogen for hard-to-abate industries.

J IRATSHATT - Scsier arer 3t & T g grgiore 1 off Todiet & &l

They include battery storage paired with renewables in Chhattisgarh.

SoTH BANIG H AIHIONT FolT o T Fedr HSROT gorrelt &7 fashr o enfie gl

The projects support Kerala’s post-2018 flood resilience overhaul.

o IRATSIAT3HT & 3Tl 2018 Y dTG & dTe; FIeT T HTICT-TTRIEI &THT Hl GGG oA o T
8 enfdrer g

They also include the “One Health” livestock disease programme guarding against zoonotic
spillover.

SoTd gt FeY” YU 9T HRIsha o A &, Tt 3ee weeresr Wt & Feqeat 7 whaor
(ST Reaeranar) 1 Ashetr B

“We will continue to track and report on our two scorecard indicators on (i) net
greenhouse gas emissions and (ii) beneficiaries with enhanced resilience to climate

risks... We will continue to report to the Board on progress, including on climate co-
benefits,” the statement added.

ST H gl I, “GH U= & FhRFIS Hehchi—(i) Y MTeT3H I IcHSIeT 7T (ii) STerary
m%@@?mmmm—ﬁmsﬂ?ﬁmﬁwmmmm
fagerss Fser it yarfal 1 STl & 1697, Toraet STerary We- st off e giat|”

U.S. Criticism
AR Y 3TAT=AT

In April, the United States — the World Bank Group (WBG)’s largest shareholder —
expressed its strong disapproval of the CCAP funding target.

I H I T AN, S FaeT 3% Worg (WBG) 1 Hoill 95T RRURF &, & CCAP &
FRaayor sra 9% 39eAT st IrFEHTA STard H|

“The World Bank must maintain focus on its core mission of reducing poverty and
increasing economic growth... It also means jettisoning the Group’s 45% climate finance
target that breeds inefficiency, distorts economic decision-making, and moves the Bank
away from its core mission. At the same time, we expect greater efficiency, discipline, and
accountability so that every dollar delivers more impact,” said U.S. Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent.

3rAREY faer 730 Scott Bessent 7 g, “faead dF 1 319 7 foreatedY, 3rq ardielt a1 F¢at
3R i R Tom, WS e wifev. .. sqe 319 75 o & 1% &g & 45% Jaarg faa
&Y T GATCA ThT STV, Fifeh Tg HEETAT 1 dordT &l &, A farotar-fastor &1 fashet aweem
€ 3R deh Y 3T FoT 36T W &I of ST 8| TTY &, g 31Tk Z&TA, IeJerrdet 3R SFaraet
3TU&TT Y & TTeh Tcdeh STeR T JHTerehcid TaTTa G grl”
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e U.S. President Donald Trump, who has labelled climate change a “con job”, has withdrawn
the country from the Paris Agreement, the 2015 pledge that binds countries to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions in a way that global temperature does not exceed two degrees
Celsius above the pre-industrial level by 2100.

3rARFY wsgufar Donald Trump, TSiegiet Sterary aRader 1 “ar@r” adrr g, o ger 1 aRw
AN ¥ 916 X &A1 &1 Ig 2015 &7 ag 3Rge gasiian &, forass 3iaeia &t & Aeesa dw
3eHOIA HT 38 THR HH Flet T Hehed TordT AT & 2100 T SR araareT qd-3itea s Fax &
& i3 afewaw & 3w T 7

¢ Much of the subsequent climate action and the global thrust to protect against the ongoing
impacts of climate change — including the World Bank’s efforts — draws from this
principle.
$H dTe; 1 TR TeTarg FRATE AT STerary IRaceT & AT Terrat & TaT0r & fow dRasw
JATT—Toiete faeq A T ggor of enfAer g—34t Rigwia w 3maika g

o Despite the global shift towards renewable energy sources, developing countries say they

have yet to receive adequate financial support from developed countries, despite repeated
commitments, to accelerate the transition.

TRFIONT FAT T 3R AR TR & Srasie, Rewmrefier &t 1 wgar ¢ 6 37¢ 38 TRadsT
T S e & T Tl el & T 91T arrel & 3176 31 ek Tt faeha werara gred =gt
E

e “The promise to mobilise $300 billion a year for developing countries depends on strong
multilateral development banks. If the World Bank steps back, that promise becomes
much harder to deliver,” said Mattias S6derberg of the non-profit DanChurchAid.

IR-areFrY "I DanChurchAid 3 Mattias Soderberg = gT, “fasrmefier et & fow yiaay
300 3RE Sfer ST T dATeT Fordd aguaid frsr di 0¥ fAek aear &1 7fe fres 3 s gear
€, T S8 dIC oY YT AT el 3TTeIh hideT gl SAran|”

NSE is a public authority under RTI Act, says
Delhi HC

feeel 3= ~araTeaT F Fer, IRA3ITS AWATT F
d8d UTAUHE TS Al YIS g
e The Delhi High Court on Wednesday held that

the National Stock Exchange of India (NSEI) is a ‘public
authority’ under the Right to Information Act.

NSE is a public authority

under RTI Act, says Delhi HC

The Delhi High Court on Wednesday held that
the National Stock Exchange of India (NSEI) is a
‘public authority’ under the Right to Information
Act. The Bench dismissed an appeal by the stock
exchange challenging a single judge’s decision
which ruled that NSEI qualified as a ‘public
authority’ under section 2(h) of the RTI Act. The
court observed that if the body is owned,
controlled or substantially financed by the
government, it would qualify as a ‘public
authority’. It stated that this was not a case
where an entity was established as a private
company and was regulated by statute later.

AR F Rrech 3T FarTerT & FeT fF Aot T vFEsS
3T 33T (veruwsams) e 1 AfaeR sfafaaw & aga

TS ‘i T B

e The Delhi High Court on Wednesday held that the
National Stock Exchange of India (NSEI) is a ‘public
authority’ under the Right to Information Act.
FUAR & oo 3T ATy = Sl & AeweTe Fid vaFa=sl
3 3T (veruwsams) g &1 AfaeR sfafaaw & qga
T ‘die qIfdaIor g

o The Bench dismissed an appeal by the stock
exchange challenging a single judge’s decision which

ruled that NSEI qualified as a ‘public authority’ under
section 2(h) of the RTI Act.

N5 o FeTd T N Ul ~ATTHIer & 39 0Ty 1
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2(TF) & dgd ‘AP IIfeaor gl
e The court observed that if the body is owned, controlled or substantially financed by the
government, it would qualify as a ‘public authority’.

ST o gl f&h ITE IS TEAT TFR & LA & &1, 39 fag=or & g a7 38 g T

What are India’s problems with
most credit ratings agencies?

India has consistently been rated just a grade or two above ‘junk’ status when institutions will stop lending money for fear of default; until recently,

EXPLAINER

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

hile speaking at
Wa business con-
ference in Lon-

don last week, Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal
questioned the methodol-
ogies employed by sove-
reign ratings agencies in as-
signing ratings to India,
saying they have been “un:
fair to India”. On the other
hand, he praised one rat-
ings agency — CareEdge
Ratings — for being “objec-
tive”. This is not the first
time the Indian govern-
ment has pointed out its
problems with the global
sovereign ratings agencies.
The Hindu looks into what
the issues are.

What do the ratings
agencies measure?
India is rated by seven in-
ternational sovereign cre-
dit rating agencies: Stan-
dard and Poor’s (S&P),
Moody’s Investors Service,
Morningstar DBRS, Fitch
Ratings, Japanese Credit
Rating Agency (JCRA) and
Rating and Investment In-
formation (R&I), and Ca-
reEdge Ratings. The three
most commonly accepted
global ratings agencies are
S&P, Fitch, and Moody’s.
The core role of these
agencies is to measure the
ability and willingness of
an entity to repay its debt.
These entities can be com-

The methodology: Ratings are assigned on alphabet scale. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

panies, municipal corpora-
tions, states, and, in the
case of sovereign ratings,
Central or Union
governments.

Ratings are assigned on
an alphabet scale, with
Fitch and S&P assigning
AAA to their highest rating
and Moody’s assigning Aaa
to it. The next lower scales
are AA+, AA, AA-, A+, A,
and A-, before moving on
to the ‘B’ ratings in the
same format. The lowest
rating is D, implying the en-
tity is in default.

Moody’s ratings follow
the same pattern, though
its letters differ.

These ratings are impor-
tant because they deter-
mine the interest rate at
which the rated entity can
borrow at. If an entity is
rated AAA, then that
means there is no risk of a

0@

The ratings determine
the interest rate at which
the rated entity can
borrow at; If an entity is
rated AAA, then it means
thereisnorisk of a
defaultand soity can
borrow at lowest rate

default and so that entity
can borrow at the lowest
interest rates. However,
the lower the rating, the
lower the perceived ability
or willingness to repay
debt and so higher the in-
terest rate to mitigate that
risk.

Now, ‘ability’ and ‘wil-
lingness’ to repay debt are
two very different metrics.
The ability to repay is a
much more quantitative

metric, since there are
hard numbers that can
prove whether a country
can repay its debt or not.
Willingness to repay is an
entirely different matter. It
is a more qualitative metric
and relies more on opinion
rather than hard numbers.

How has India been
rated so far?
India’s ratings by most of
the agencies has been at
the lowest level of the in-
vestment grade ratings.
That is, India has consis-
tently been rated just a
grade or two above ‘junk’
status, which is when insti-
tutions will stop lending
money for fear of default.
Until recently, these ratings
were unchanged for more
than a decade and, in some
cases, nearly two decades.
For example, S&P up-

HETIAT 9T &1, aT 98 ‘e TIfrIor A Sreaf

graded India’s long-term
sovereign credit rating to
‘BBB’ from ‘BBB-‘ in Au-
gust 2025, the first upgrade
by it in 18 years. Similarly,
in 2017, Moody’s upgraded
India’s rating to Baa2
(equivalent of BBB) from
Baa3, its first upgrade in 13
years. There were a couple
of other ratings upgrades
in 2025, with Rating and In-
vestment Information in
September 2025 upgrading
India to BBB+ from ‘BBB’
and Morningstar DBRS in
May that year upgrading
India to BBB.

What are India’s issues
with the ratings?
Despite the recent up-
grades, India’s ratings still
remain just above junk
grade. During his speech in
London, Mr. Goyal pointed
out these agencies “ha-
ven’t recognised the India
growth story, the strong In-
dia fundamentals and the
sovereign  capabilities...
and captured it as much as
a rating agency should
have done”. Previously, Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman also pointed
out the same thing, calling
for a reform of the ratings
agencies’ methodologies.
Even the Economic Sur-
vey has taken up this issue.
The 2020-21 edition by
then Chief Economic Ad-
viser Krishnamurthy Sub-
ramanian had an entire
chapter dedicated to the
matter. In it, he pointed
out that this was the first
time that the fifth largest

What are India’s problems with most credit ratings agencies?

rfAFIer Hiae W AT & JTY ARG HT FIT AT &2

¢ India has consistently been rated just a grade or two above ‘junk’ status R &I FIAR

FF AM T FaT THF TN AT FRITHTER

these ratings were unchanged for more than a decade and, in some cases, nearly two decades; the main allegation is it is based on qualitative aspects

economy in the world was
assigned such a low rating.

He also went on to show
India’s  macroeconomic
fundamentals are strong
and more than enough to
highlight its ability to repay
its debt. On the willingness
front, he pointed out that
India has never defaulted
on its sovereign debt in the
past despite several crises,
and that this should go a
long way in proving its wil-
lingness to pay.

The main allegation is
the global ratings agencies
rely too much on the quali-
tative aspects of the me-
trics rather than the quan-
titative ones. The feeling is
that these qualitative me-
trics are often based on the
opinions of a small group
of experts and so can be ex-
tremely subjective, skew-
ing the overall rating.

Quantitative metrics —
where India performs rela-
tively well — have a relative-
ly lower weightage.

Why is CareEdge
Ratings favoured?
CareEdge Ratings is the
first sovereign ratings agen-
cy to be headquartered in
India and so the percep-
tion is it can better reflect
ground realities of India’s
economy. However, there
are some key methodologi-
cal factors that make Ca-
reEdge stand apart. Over-
all, in its note on
methodology, CareEdge
said primary importance
has been given to quantita-
tive factors.
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India has consistently been rated just a grade or two above ‘junk’ status when institutions
will stop lending money for fear of default.

HIT I S9N ‘Sid” AV & el Teh AT Y A5 I T &1 018 §, STeT TEuTeT Bwiee v 3meier

& HRUT & IR T 9 I S ¢ |

Until recently, these ratings were unchanged for more than a decade and, in some cases,
nearly two decades.

gTel ek, 3 AW Ueh gereh § 31k HHY cieh 3R FO ATHeH 3 137 &Y GRIehl b T Rafcled
i

The main allegation is it is based on qualitative aspects.

&I IR g & o Ig Tomears qea3it (Qualitative Aspects) TR TR &1

What are India’s problems with the ratings agencies?

e vifaat & Ay R i gAET FATE?

While speaking at a business conference in London last week, Commerce Minister

Piyush Goyal questioned the methodologies employed by sovereign ratings agencies in
assigning ratings to India, saying they have been “unfair to India”.

mmmﬁmwmmﬁmgmﬁmﬁmmﬁ
Tey YT TSI ST R b1 AT S F IS STeT aTell FRonfarat o1 92 35T 3R
FeT 3 T “HRa & T JregfRra W

On the other hand, he praised one ratings agency — CareEdge Ratings — for being
“objective”.

ga{l 3, 3oglel Ueh YT TSIl — CareEdge Ratings — &1 “@¥Jfass” g1 & forw gerar |
This is not the first time the Indian government has pointed out its problems with the global
sovereign ratings agencies.

Ig UEel IR AL § STd HRART THR oA 3faen awey AT vaifdat o Ay sroeh gaeansii &1 37
1 feemar gl

The Hindu looks into what the issues are.

& g 37 Fegl i usdreT B

What do the ratings agencies measure?

e it #am ArgdY §2

India is rated by seven international sovereign credit rating agencies: Standard and
Poor’s (S&P), Moody’s Investors Service, Morningstar DBRS, Fitch Ratings, Japanese

Credit Rating Agency (JCRA) and Rating and Investment Information (R&I), and
CareEdge Ratings.

R T Hodiche] I HAWTET T HT3e e vt gary fhar sirar & Standard and
Poor’s (S&P), Moody’s Investors Service, Morningstar DBRS, Fitch Ratings, Japanese
Credit Rating Agency (JCRA), Rating and Investment Information (R&I) 9T CareEdge
Ratings|

The three most commonly accepted global ratings agencies are S&P, Fitch, and Moody'’s.
9T TR W A« 3TF TIFHR ST ST arell diet IEIT TATHAT S&P, Fitch 3T Moody’s g

The core role of these agencies is to measure the ability and willingness of an entity to
repay its debt.

ol TSIt ohY HET ST TRl SeTS ehT 3TTTT F 0T Yehlel hi &THAT IR STERITEFA 1 3MTeholel
TR

These entities can be companies, municipal corporations, states, and, in the case of
sovereign ratings, Central or Union governments.

4 gehTSTl HUferdl, AR fAar, T, T Wwey T & Ao H FlRr AT W FWIHW & Fehl 8
Ratings are assigned on an alphabet scale, with Fitch and S&P assigning AAA to their
highest rating and Moody’s assigning Aaa to it.
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YT qutaATer 3menia Yae 9T & St 8, 5@ Fitch 31 S&P 31960t Tafea e AAA Tar
Moody’s 319=iT Tafea T Aaa UeTT aar gl

The next lower scales are AA+, AA, AA-, A+, A, and A-, before moving on to the ‘B’ ratings
in the same format.

SH% d1G ToidT TAX HI T AA+, AA, AA-, A+, A 3T A- gt &, 31 e s wrea & ‘B Ieer
3T &

The lowest rating is D, implying the entity is in default.

Taw fore=T YT D it &, Torment 372 § o Gafra so1s RBwiee & feufa # 8

Moody’s ratings follow the same pattern, though its letters differ.

Moody’s & IfEaT 81T ST TehX g1l &, BTelifeh 3Heh 318N el 8ld o

These ratings are important because they determine the interest rate at which the rated
entity can borrow.

3 I safeT Ageaqot § #3ifs I g uiRa e § & Fafta s frg samer s wor
Hhar gl

If an entity is rated AAA, then that means there is no risk of a default and so that entity can
borrow at the lowest interest rates.

Ife fray sh1S 1 AAA YT UTea §, Y 5T 3127 § T Blee F1 RIS @A A g 3ik ag
SHIS TIH HH ST &Y I R 0T I Y Tohall g |

However, the lower the rating, the lower the perceived ability or willingness to repay debt
and so higher the interest rate to mitigate that risk.

greitieh, fSIcTait shat YT 8o, HOT ohTed kT 4THCT AT FTSIRATEFA 3= &1 haf Al STeah 3R 37
SR FT RIS & FAT AT T 3= &Y 31T grafh|

Now, ‘ability’ and ‘willingness’ to repay debt are two very different metrics.

37, KT gehlel T ‘GTHAT 3R ‘georifFa & faesher 3ienT AIEs &

The ability to repay is a much more quantitative metric, since there are hard numbers that
can prove whether a country can repay its debt or not.

T YhTel ShT &THAT Ueh 3o AAICHS (Quantitative) HAIICS &, Fiieh W 31 3ilehs 3Terstr
B & ST I8 [er X Tohl § TR SIS ST 37T F0T ThT HehlT § AT 18 |

Willingness to repay is an entirely different matter.

ROT Yool bl FeomIfaad T g el f[AvT &

It is a more qualitative metric and relies more on opinion rather than hard numbers.

Ig Teh 3118 IOMHF (Qualitative) ATIES § IR 31 JHTehsT &hT ITU&TT T W TR TR e
gl

How has India been rated so far?
T TF AR Y Hdt e FAah 22

India’s ratings by most of the agencies have been at the lowest level of the investment
grade ratings.

HTERIET TSITAAT GaRT AR &l raveAe 343 IR F Fa8 ofgel TR W @M =T E |

That is, India has consistently been rated just a grade or two above ‘junk’ status, which is
when institutions will stop lending money for fear of default.

37T, HRT T SRTAR ‘S’ A T Fdel Teh IT &N TR SR I &Y a1S §, STet Blee & 9T &
HEYTA ROT &1 e X &t &

Until recently, these ratings were unchanged for more than a decade and, in some cases,
nearly two decades.

gTeT cieh A AT U G A 3718 HA ofeh 3R FT A & ST &Y EAHT ceh TR eIl
T

For example, S&P upgraded India’s long-term sovereign credit rating to ‘BBB’ from ‘BBB-’ in
August 2025, the first upgrade by it in 18 years.
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3GT80T & ToIT, S&Pﬁmzozsﬁmaﬁrmwmm‘%s-’ T TG

‘BBB’ & &, i 18 a8t 3 3T Tgell 3ot deT AT
Similarly, in 2017, Moody’s upgraded India’s rating to Baa2 (equivalent of BBB) from Baa3,
its first upgrade in 13 years.

I YR, 2017 F Moody’s = $IRd T ¥EIT Baa3 & I¢IehT Baa2 (Sit BBB & THHET §) T 4,

St 13 8T & 3T UglT 31T AT

There were a couple of other ratings upgrades in 2025, with Rating and Investment
Information in September 2025 upgrading India to BBB+ from BBB and Morningstar
DBRS in May that year upgrading India to BBB.

2025 H Ho 37 T SeotareT ot £T, ST Rde 2025 & Rating and Investment
Information =7 IR T T BBB & S¢ThT BBB+ T IAUT 38T a¥ &S H Morningstar DBRS o
HRA &1 T BBB X &

What are India’s issues with the ratings?

I T AHT AR T FaT FHEAC §2

Despite the recent upgrades, India’s ratings still remain just above junk grade.
QIERIETEREEICE m@r%ﬁﬁmaﬂwa@@mmama?ﬁgém

During his speech in London, Mr. Goyal pointed out these agencies “haven’t recognised
the India growth story, the strong India fundamentals and the sovereign capabilities...
and captured it as much as a rating agency should have done”.

G F 379 90T o SR St M o gl Toh 31 Tl AT o “8ReT Y fasprar aman, Asrq
3w 3 3k wwey a3t B 3w YFER At ggaren AR wfafefae R, Star v W v
I HLAT TIRT AT

Previously, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman also pointed out the same thing, calling
for a reform of the ratings agencies’ methodologies.

384 gl faretr a0l foyater faraor = ot J8Y a1t el oY 3R Yeer Teifaat hr wrigomel 7 gar
T Al T 27|

Even the Economic Survey has taken up this issue.

g HeeT M qdaror 7 oy 3517 AT R |

The 2020-21 edition by then Chief Economic Adviser Krishnamurthy Subramanian had
an entire chapter dedicated to the matter.

dcehTelleT 7ET INTF FeATGFR FEofel GRAVIH GINT IR 2020-21 & HEHOT A 58 vy
TR QR Teh AT AT R ITT 7|

In it, he pointed out that this was the first time that the fifth largest economy in the world was
assigned such a low rating.

3egiel SGH Fgl [ T8 Ugell IR AT oI 329 Fr gradt o a8 rdeqasdr 1 sa=1 A Iear
I

He also went on to show India’s macroeconomic fundamentals are strong and more than
enough to highlight its ability to repay its debt.

3egiol TE T AT o SR & SAT9H 3N HUR (Macroeconomic Fundamentals) #Ted
€ 3R I 38 FOT YhTel T GTAAT T Y e o foIT g &

On the willingness front, he pointed out that India has never defaulted on its sovereign debt
in the past despite several crises, and that this should go a long way in proving its willingness
to pay.

FeONRITEd & Hes 7 3wgiel e foh 3R 1 37aieh Hehcl o sTaole hell 31 3T0e WIS FHOT X
f3thiee AL fohaT § 3R g SHRT $ITCTeT it hT FTOT I THEH Fiel o ferT g gler =g v|
The main allegation is the global ratings agencies rely too much on the qualitative aspects of
the metrics rather than the quantitative ones.
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HEI AR g & T RRaeh e voifaat AT (Quantitative) ATAGST T 3TU&T JOMcHS
(Qualitative) Fgef3it UX 3caiereh 18X Wi &1

e The feeling is that these qualitative metrics are often based on the opinions of a small group
of experts and so can be extremely subjective, skewing the overall rating.

Ig AT ST ¢ o A JONHF ATIGS 3T F© TAATAT hT I I TR gl & 3IR gafore
HTTF STFTISF (Subjective) & Tohd &, THTT T T yanfad & Sy B

¢ Quantitative metrics — where India performs relatively well — have a relatively lower
weightage.
AHETCHS ATICS, TSI R 3TUEThd 3ol Yeie T 8, 376 HUaTlehd HH #R (Weightage)
fear Smar g1

e Why is CareEdge Ratings favoured?
CareEdge Ratings &Y SrafAsdr 41 &Y St &2

e CareEdge Ratings is the first sovereign ratings agency to be headquartered in India and
so the perception is it can better reflect ground realities of India’s economy.

CareEdge Ratings $IRd & HE&ATeld IW dTell qgeil A998 Ieer waidl & 3R gafaw I8 Awer
ST & T I8 R Y rdfegaeyT T aedfds IR & 9gar €9 & ufafsfad s ashdr gl
e However, there are some key methodological factors that make CareEdge stand apart.

gTellfeh, S Heca ol FIAVUITEN Wt HReh & ST CareEdge I 3 ToITEAT ¥ 37olaT ATl 8 |

e Overall, in its note on methodology, CareEdge said primary importance has been given to
guantitative factors.

ool THATRT, 79T FRAYOTTelt Fereh fecqult & CareEdge = gl foh 3T AIcHS HRHI H
gt A Hgca eaT gl
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Survival of the wittiest? Scientists
debate if wit helped evolve language

By identifying ‘living fossils'i
suggests verbal humour v

t evolved the w:
al brain regions to build the foundation of compk

evolved; the theory
grammar

Rohini Subrahmanyam
BENGALURU

anguage is a key aspect of

human life that most likely came

up more than a lakh years ago -

but linguists still disagree on
how exactly it evolved. The influential
U.S. linguist and philosopher Noam
Chomsky proposed that complex modern
language emerged suddenly, a theory that
many linguists still stick to. But some
believe the languages we speak today,
with all the complex grammatical rules
nestled within them, must have evolved
gradually, the way our cognitive abilities
evolved.

Ljiljana Progovac, a linguist in Wayne
State University in the U.S., is one of the
latter. In a recent study, she argued that
humans’ ability to be witty with their
words could have been sexually selected
for, in a similar way peahens select
peacocks with a brighter plumage. She
said she believes the idea of “survival of
the wittiest” needs to be added to the
ccomplex picture of human evolution.

Using syntactic theory, which says
sentences have an inherent hierarchical
structure to them, she reconstructed
what she believes is the earliest stage of
grammar: a combination of two words at
a time, a verb and a noun (such as “eat
food” or “seek truth”). Syntax — the rules
that dictate how words and phrases
should be used together to form
meaningful sentences, grammar, and
language — must have evolved gradually
from these simple verb-noun compounds,
she said.

“By deconstructing language evolution
and coming up with the first stage, you
can actually see why the next stage would
evolve, because [the first stage] already
provides a foundation.”

“Living fossils of language’
She then realised many modern
languages also have such verb-noun
compounds, like “pickpocket”, “killjoy”,
“crybaby”, and “scatterbrain” in English.

“So then, because they resemble the
stage that I reconstructed, I called them
fossils, living fossils of language,” Dr.
Progovac said. “Because they show
properties that I predicted the earliest
stages had to have.”

Some believe language does not leave
behind as evidence, but Dr.
Progovac’s findings challenge that notion.

“And sure, we are not going to find
language in the stones,” she said. “But
these are even better Is, because ina
way, language never died. It just kept
building and living in different
generations.”

According to her, these verb noun
compounds mostly seemed to describe
humans in a funny, typically negative way
~ like witty banter.

Previous neuroimaging studies have

ive

A group of people enjoys stand-up comedy. Based on her findings, Ljiiana Progovac h

& ple g 3
arolein h { FILE PHOTO

justaverb and a noun to give y play

somewhat analogous to the peacock’s
feathers being more extravagant than
they probably need to be to catch a
female’s attention.

Dr. Progovac is also particularly
intrigued by these linguistic “living
fossils” because they can now help test
hypotheses. Using neuroimaging
experiments, she decided to test how
different regions of people’s brains react
when they hear these syntactically simple

= e bggprigecn

shown that women are very 0
‘"humour in men. Men, on the other hand,
are less responsive to women being funny.
Another study that analysed classified ads
for partners and later followed up with
the men and women who posted the ads
showed that men seemed to prefer
women who laughed at the jokes they
cracked.

These studies suggest a type of sexual
dimorphism in humans, Dr. Progovac
said. Thus, this ability to combine words
in a humorous way - which may have
existed during the earliest stages of
language — could have been sexually
selected for during the course of
evolution, according to her.

“From the very beginning of language,
if it started something like this, there was
selection for the genetic makeup of those
individuals who were just a little better at
this game,” she continued. “They would
have been more noticed, they would have
left more offspring and generation after
generation, this would have helped evolve
language further and further.”

Wit over fights

Her other argument is that humans who
evolved to be quick-witted and to ‘fight’

with words rather than physically could
have adapted better.

“Human beings are, to a large extent,
characterised by their preference for
cognitive contests, for competing with
words, and not with physical fighting,”
she said.

Another hint that these verb-noun
«compounds could have been involved in
sexual selection is that there are many
more of them than one would expect, or
even need, in a language.

In her analysis, Dr. Progovac found that
hundreds of such words have existed in
the English language in the past but have
slowly fallen out of use. In the mediaeval
times, there may as well have been
thousands of such words in use. This is

like “killjoy” or
‘pickpocket’, versus the more complex
“.er” ending words like “joy killer” or
“pocket picker”.

She found that a brain region called the
fusiform gyrus — which evolved earlier in
‘mammalian brains than the regions
involved in processing language — was
more active when people heard the
verb-noun compounds versus the “-er”
ending words. This region is also
responsible for visual processing and is
thought to help the brain process
imageability and metaphors — which, by
their nature, are very visually descriptive.

The words they used, like
“scatterbrain” or “rattlesnake”, are also
very visual: they “paint a picture that is
‘more abstract,” Dr. Progovac said. “Like
when we say ‘scatterbrain’, we do not
mean literally scattering somebody’s
brain. But [that that] somebody is
absent-minded.” Because these words

afunny way, p
The findings by Dr. Progovac of
the Wayne State Unive) n the
UsS. challenge the notion put
forward by the likes of Noam
Chomsky, suggesting that language
evolved gradually for people to
communicate better — or, more
specifically, to communicate
in an entertaining way

tendency to be abstract and ambiguous
rather than crystal clear at all times.

But Dr. Progovac’s findings challenge
that notion, suggesting that language
evolved gradually for people to
communicate better — or, more
specifically, to communicate in an
entertaining way.

Kenny Smith, a linguist at the
University of Edinburgh, said he agrees
that humans do not just use language in a
dry “information transfer” ion.
Finding new, witty ways to express
oneself could have helped in driving
linguistic creativity and metaphors, in
turn acting as an engine for language to
change as well.

“Historical linguistics literature is full of
examples of language change that seem to
be driven by people trying to express the
same old kinds of concepts in new

were more visual and more
simple, she realised they were being
processed by the visual area of the brain,
“which is certainly much more ancient
than any language areas of the brain,” Dr.
Progovac said.

A tendency to be abstract

Based on her findings, Dr. Progovac said
she believes the emergence of very simple
grammar, like combining just a verb and a
noun to give rise to many playful words to
describe others in a funny or derogatory
way, could have played a major role in
human evolution.

“Quick wittedness and wittiness, more
generally humour, was a very important
aspect of human cognitive evolution,” she
said.

Prof. Chomsky also believes the
primary driver for the emergence of
language may have been the need to
construct and organise internal thoughts,
rather than communicate outwardly. One
reason for this is that language has a

ways,” he said.

‘Revival of the wittiest’

But even though he broadly agreed with
the functional importance of linguistic
creativity, he is less confident about
inferring the earliest stage of language
from that perspective.

“I think it is good to think about
additional payoffs you can get from
combining words, and one of them is you
can start combining words in kind of
surprising metaphorical ways,” he said.
“That does not necessarily mean that the
very earliest stages of language evolution
were two-word combinations that were
[created] with that goal in mind”
(emphasis in the original).

“It is hard to fit an evolutionary history
from a potential function,” he added.

Dr. Smith is also sceptical that sexual
selection could necessarily have led to a
“survival of the wittiest”.

“Ido not know why it [is] not about
trying to make people in general like you,

rather than specifically like members of
the opposite sex. My observation from
hanging out with my male friends is that
they are constantly trying to make each
other laugh,” he said. “It is not because
they are compe! [or] trying to attract
people. It is just because they want their
friends to like them. They want to be
funny. If you are able to express yourself
in an entertaining way, people will want
to collaborate with you, hang out with
you, work with you, not fight with you.
‘And that is a payoff regardless of whether
that is a potential sexual partner or not.”

Both men and women are also equally
capable of being witty, so the idea of
sexual dimorphism does not map well
onto human language, Dr. Smith
explained — the same way that it would in
songbirds.

“It does not really match with how the
world looks in societies where men and
women both have a more equal role.”

Sexism in society

He also said he thinks any differences we
see in sexually selective behaviour says
more about sexism in society rather than
differences in language abilities
specifically.

“It is really hard to separate it from just
a broader society where males and
females are expected to have these
different stereotypical roles they are
supposed to take on,” he said.

The idea of pressures that could have
favoured creativity — that could have,
over longer timescales, selected for
individuals who are good at expressing
themselves in new, entertaining ways — is
interesting to think about, Dr. Smith
acknowledged. But it would be
challenging to identify if the selection is
specific to linguistic creativity or if it is for
broadly creative individuals who also
happen to have a way with words.

“Not just for language, [but] how you
extract resources from the world or how
you interact with other people, beil
quick on your feet mentally probably pays
off in a wide number of domains,” he
said. “And so maybe wittiness in language
is just a reflection of that general selection
for being innovative, creative, adaptable.
Itis hard to imagine circumstances where
that’s not an advantage.”

(Rohini Subrahmanyam is a freelance
Jjournalist in Bengaluru.
roh.subb@gmail.com)
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Survival of the wittiest?
Scientists debate if wit
helped evolve language

T g oo &
shfaa w2 donfas s
TR RAAT @ E ™
FAT A1GE A 19T & fawrw
# wergdr

e Language is a key
aspect of human life that most
likely came up more than a
lakh years ago — but

linguists still disagree on how
exactly it evolved.

HTST ATeAd Sfaet 1 T Jogg
q&T g, foraehr 3¢37a d@9aa: v
oG T 7 37T T g3,
fehe smeTTarg 379 8 gH ST X
TeHAd AT ¢ foh ST faehrd
qrEdd H e T g3

e The influential U.S.
linguist and philosopher
Noam Chomsky proposed that
complex modern language

emerged suddenly, a theory
that many linguists still stick to.

weraRmTel AR smaifag e
grifa® A aiFeh o I8
gEdTad o & Sifeer smeyfas
$1TST T 33T 3TelleIsh g3, 3R
oA HwIfaE 37 o 36
fagerid &1 g7 F:a €|

e But some believe the
languages we speak today,
with all the complex
grammatical rules nestled
within them, must have evolved

gradually, the way our
cognitive abilities evolved.

fohed] o faeareit 1 #Hlefel &

o 31eT g7 TSieT sImam3it &1 wrer
s fafga &, 3+ e 32
eI SHIFS T & 3T G, S
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Ljiljana Progovac, a linguist in Wayne State University in the U.S., is one of the latter.
AR & a7 ¥ Faeafaeqaray 1 smaifag feareams wherars s&f A & aAd g1

In a recent study, she argued that humans’ ability to be witty with their words could have
been sexually selected for, in a similar way peahens select peacocks with a brighter
plumage.

m%wmwﬁﬁﬁa#%m%&@?mamgaﬁ@m@wﬁﬁmwwm
T o FATETH A I TR G3T & Fohell §, SIA ARTAAT 3172k 3ehden @l arel #ART b =12
EZGIE

She said she believes the idea of “survival of the wittiest” needs to be added to the
complex picture of human evolution.

3egiel gl foh 3e7oh TTHR “HaW TqT IIFIE HY Jaeiiaar’ HI FaeRoN T AleTd farg i
Sifeer sarear & afFAfed fhar ST arfgu|

Using syntactic theory, which says sentences have an inherent hierarchical structure to
them, she reconstructed what she believes is the earliest stage of grammar: a combination of
two words at a time, a verb and a noun (such as “eat food” or “seek truth”).

W-ﬁmmwwmgmwmﬁwmm
HTT BT §, 3oie] SATHIOT o FAY TRIFTeh 0T b YTt 0T foham, Tt weh @y # dhael
ar reai—ush fRaT 31 U HAT—ahT TAVSTT 81T AT (S “eat food” AT “seek truth”)|

Syntax — the rules that dictate how words and phrases should be used together to form
meaningful sentences, grammar, and language — must have evolved gradually from these
simple verb-noun compounds, she said.

3ogiel g Toh aTeFg-faeam, 3127 3 e it I AUTRT i & & ersal 3R areraiait &1 gt
TrYh AT, SATHTOT TUT HINT & AT & fohd T fonam ST, go1 Tl fham—w=1 wasrelt &
mm@rﬁaﬁmgaﬂml

“But these are even better fossils, because in a way, language never died.”
“febeg A 3T oY AR SitamRa &, Fifh Ueh 373 3 T ol FATCA T g9

Previous neuroimaging studies have shown that women are very responsive to humour in
men.

gt FEUBATSIT IreaTel & A g3 ¢ o Afe?, qou & g & 9fa eI ThRIcAS
grafshar it g1

Men, on the other hand, are less responsive to women being funny.

sa% faudid, Tow Afansit & g & ufa 3ramed Ha gfafmar &d ¢

These studies suggest a type of sexual dimorphism in humans, Dr. Progovac said.

ST W o FgT 3 A ez Aqsal 7 U GhR & Aera gfawTar 1 Fhd od 2

Thus, this ability to combine words in a humorous way — which may have existed during the
earliest stages of language — could have been sexually selected for during the course of
evolution, according to her.

3eTeh TR, eAEET T GRAYCT &I & HANSIcT hiel hl Tg &THT—SIT HSTTcl: 1T & TRIFsH
TR0 3 faeT AT N—Frerasa & R Aler 731+ & AreTH F AT g5 & Tl

“They would have been more noticed, they would have left more offspring and generation
after generation, this would have helped evolve language further and further.”

VT gfFadt W 37 €17 &7 3131 @19, 3ogial 3TF HATT 3cUooT bl g1, 31 NET-gT-Nr
€ ufdrar T & foRa] Rera & e o gl

Wit over fights
RS Ferd aT =1 iy Avsar

Her other argument is that humans who evolved to be quick-witted and to “fight’ with
words rather than physically could have adapted better.
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3eTehT Ueh 31d T TE & Toh Sl Fesa ofter gefer arel 91 3R ariRe &9 & Had del & iy
ereal { WEd de ofdl, § JEeR ST A HeJhicid &1 b |

e “Human beings are, to a large extent, characterised by their preference for cognitive
contests, for competing with words, and not with physical fighting,” she said.

3egiel T, “HIS, FTH 58 o, HelleaTedrs Gfarequia, ereal & aAreasr § wfaeau’ e qar
AR Fa¥ & e T 39 ggfy & g S §17

e This is somewhat analogous to the peacock’s feathers being more extravagant than they
probably need to be to catch a female’s attention.

Ig AT 35 g a0 AR F T@1 & FAT ¢, S GEacT: AT $T EATT HHA Al o v
gL AT I 3 3178 s7eT g1 €1

e She found that a brain region called the fusiform gyrus — which evolved earlier in
mammalian brains than the regions involved in processing language — was more active
when people heard the verb-noun compounds versus the “-er” ending words.

3egiet ara T AfREaTSH 1 U AT, [T FIEHiwiet IRRH HET STl §—Si TATUE) & ARasH
# ST & JEEHIOT A Sf3 8131 T 39T Tgel fah AT gam AT—FRAT-HAT FATHY T Folol T “-er”
T aTel ATsel T Jolell 3 3HTereh Aishd &1 ST g |

e This region is also responsible for visual processing and is thought to help the brain process
imageability and metaphors — which, by their nature, are very visually descriptive.

TE 817 §2T THEHVT & oI 3ff STRER & TUT A1 STl & o6 g AfEasen & Rraressran 3t
Anthropic’s top
models Fable, Mythos
to return to India

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Anthropic PBC, the firm
that develops the Al tool
Claude, announced on
Wednesday that it would
resume access to Fable and
Mythos, two of its most po-
werful Large Language Mo-
dels (LLMs).

The models had been
pulled out globally after
the United States govern-
ment put out an export or-
der restricting their use for
anyone who was not a
“U.S. person”.

The June 12 ban came
just days after Indian or-
ganisations [it is yet to be
announced which] ob-
tained access to Mythos,
the more advanced model
which has not been made
available to the public. An-
thropic claims that Mythos
is skilled at cybersecurity
tasks, specifically combing
large codebases to find vul-
nerabilities that even hu-
man reviewers have not
discovered for decades.

Fable is also highly cap-
able on such tasks, but An-
thropic has erected protec-
tions against many use
cases. For instance, a re-

The June 12 ban
came just days after
Indian organisations
obtained access to
Mythos

searcher using Fable told
The Hindu that biology-re-
lated tasks were restricted
on the model, something
Anthropic said is impor-
tant to prevent the creation
of bioweapons.

While the Union govern-
ment has been acutely
aware of the concentrated
U.S.-China dynamic in
frontier Al technology de-
velopment, the abrupt cut-
off to Mythos led to height-
ened discontent.

On Tuesday, a senior of-
ficial reiterated what the
U.S. government indicated
at the Pax Silica summit
last week: if access has
been given, it will not be ta-
ken away.

The official stated that
India’s focus on Al — unlike
western economies which
are dealing with employ-
ment-related concerns —
would be focused on gain-
ing maximum utility out of
Al, and delivering “im-
pact” widely.

TYDI HT JHTHIT el 7 TETIAT AT &, S TIHTE: 3T
GRATCHS &Il &

Anthropic’s top models Fable, Mythos to return
to India

TRIAF F YHE Al Bae IR AT i o A
araH

The June 12 ban came just days after Indian
organisations obtained access to Mythos

12 & 1 Fiaat ARAT Faree11 1 Aaa o 967 et
¥ 3o & Rl a1e A gan

Anthropic PBC resumes access to Fable and Mythos

uaﬁﬁﬁm#msﬁtMaﬁqgagmmﬁ

. WQ—T—R’ER'“impact”%:ﬂ'lﬁtlT%ﬁFrl%?ﬂlAnthropic
PBC, the « rm that develops the Al tool Claude, announced on
Wednesday that it would resume access to Fable and Mythos,
two of its most powerful Large Language Models (LLMs).

Anthropic PBC, it Al e Claude ferflid et arell shuell 8, o
JUAR T B0 T foh a8 3791 & Had el Large
Language Models (LLMs), Fable 3iR Mythos, W%:ir q:

CREETE

e The models had been pulled out globally after the
United States government put out an export order restricting
their use for anyone who was not a “U.S. person”.
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o7 ATSll T JTRTH TAR W a9 of TolIT 31T AT, I United States TXHR o Teh AT 3ME2r
SRY T 3Tk 3YANIT T 37 FIT Aremt & forw ufaefera &2 fgar a1 3t “U.S. person” gt U

The June 12 ban came just days after Indian organisations [it is yet to be announced which]
obtained access to Mythos, the more advanced model which has not been made available to
the public.

12 ST T YIS 3H FHI o911 311, 519 $ gF e Igel Indian organisations [Ig 3187
NI 8T AT AT § 6 Hl-8] A Mythos o qg T fAe o, 31 3178 3o Alsd § 3R 5
3790 T 3TH FAdT F fIT 3T AT AT AT E |

Anthropic claims that Mythos is skilled at cybersecurity tasks, specie cally combing large
codebases to ¢ nd vulnerabilities that even human reviewers have not discovered for
decades.

Anthropic T graT & f& Mythos, cybersecurity & 53 At 7 3cdia @&T# &, fARIT ®T & 98
codebases T JATT FHT VHT HHSANRIT T IdT 9T H Tolog AT THTETR T G2 I GIST oTe!
qre gl

Fable is also highly capable on such tasks, but Anthropic has erected protections against
many use cases.

Fable & Q& shraf & 37cgTeeh et &, wifhet Anthropic & S8 3eieh STATIT HIHll 9T GI&T
CIGER KL
For instance, a researcher using Fable told The Hindu that biology-related tasks were

restricted on the model, something Anthropic said is important to prevent the creation of
bioweapons.

3GTERUT & folu, Fable T 391 et Tl Teh TETehdT of The Hindu T T foh Alsel I
biology-related @t @t gfaafera fvar aram am, i Anthropic @ bioweapons & fa&ToT @Y
el o fAT Hgeaqof adr|

While the Union government has been acutely aware of the concentrated U.S.-China

dynamic in frontier Al technology development, the abrupt cutoe to Mythos led to heightened
discontent.

Ieafd Union government 3130l Al Sigfarhr fdera & U.S.-China $1 $fga sfaeaat &
STON-$9TTY 3TaaTcT 38T &, TohT 8 Mythos a%mqgﬁraaﬁ:(raﬁ@ramﬁrlSrWWI

On Tuesday, a senior o cial reiterated what the U.S. government indicated at the Pax Silica
summit last week: if access has been given, it will not be taken away.

HITTAR I Teh IS 3TABRY 7 T&T 91 aIeTs, fr@ahr b U.S. government f el Icdg
Pax Silica RER FFAeRT 7 f&am ot afe aga et T & 1S &, A 3§ arad 1T o S|

The oe cial stated that India’s focus on Al — unlike western economies which are dealing
with employment-related concerns — would be focused on gaining maximum utility out of Al,
and delivering “impact” widely.

31TIFRY & gl T India T Al TR &A1 — TRa#HT 3rdegaear3it & TAuid, it AsEIR Taefr
RT3 & 37 WY & — Al & feehdd 3TANRIar ured &t 3R =n
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‘Russia buys
gasoline from
India to tackle
shortages’

Reuters

Russia has started sea-
borne imports of gasoline
from India, two industry
sources said, in an effort to
mitigate fuel shortages trig-
gered by Ukrainian attacks
on its energy infrastruc-
ture. Fuel shortages are be-
ing felt across Russia’s 11
time zones with rationing,
long queues at filling sta-
tions and a record gasoline
price increase.

The Kremlin said on
Tuesday that Russia was in
contact with other coun-
tries and discussing im-
ports of fuel at acceptable
prices.

Russia’s energy ministry
and India’s oil ministry did
not immediately respond
to requests for comment.

An industry source said
at least 60,000 metric
tonne of gasoline have
been dispatched from In-
dia to Russia. Another
source said that two tank-
ers, with parcels of 30,000
to 40,000 tonne each,
have been sent.

A third source said that
in total, Russia plans to im-
port 400,000 tonne of ga-
soline from various coun-
tries each month,
including from neighbour-
ing Belarus, which has al-
ready been exporting fuel
to Russia.

Gasoline consumption
in Russia is at least
1,10,000 tonne per day in
summer, when demand for
the fuel is high.
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Russia buys gasoline from India to tackle shortages

FH ¥ AU F AT &0 o 9RT ¥ el @dar

¢ Russia has started seaborne imports of gasoline from India, two
industry sources said, in an effort to mitigate fuel shortages triggered by
Ukrainian attacks on its energy infrastructure.

al 3T FAl & IHTAR, TH & Al Sl HaHTHAT TR Pahed! gl oh HROT Scerad
$Ua T F! I Al A o YA H HRA T FHA ARF SR AAreller 1 317 Y&
e gl

e Fuel shortages are being felt across Russia’s 11 time zones with
rationing, long queues at filling stations and a record gasoline price
increase.

T & 11 WA &1 & Seret Y oAl AGHH A S Y 8, STel JRrfaAer, Geker gai ov
adt Fan 3R AT Fr Herat F RFls gefar e s

e The Kremlin said on Tuesday that Russia was in contact with other
countries and discussing imports of fuel at acceptable prices.

HATAT o FAITAAR T el [oh T 3+ it & TuS H g 3R Tl haral W) e
AT FT I TdT X TET &

e Russia’s energy ministry and India’s oil ministry did not immediately
respond to requests for comment.

T & ol HATerg 3R AR F Aol HATI o feeqolt o 3RIet o dcehrel HIS
gfafsar =t &

e Anindustry source said at least 60,000 metric tonne of gasoline have
been dispatched from India to Russia.

T 3T G o Tl o AR T & T T § &3 60,000 #AfeF &1 dieier
ST T FHT B

e Another source said that two tankers, with parcels of 30,000 to 40,000
tonne each, have been sent.

Teh 3o FF & aara foh 30,000 ¥ 40,000 T T &THAT dTe) &Y S At aTT &

e A third source said that in total, Russia plans to import 400,000 tonne of
gasoline from various countries each month, including from neighbouring
Belarus, which has already been exporting fuel to Russia.

Teh TR T o e o T T Frofell Tedeh Ag faffeer et & Fer 4,00,000 &=
AATeer T R AT 8, Foras TSt darew off anfAer &, S dger I & & Fr Sy
fota T @

e Gasoline consumption in Russia is at least 1,10,000 tonne per day in
summer, when demand for the fuel is high.

fNaT & T F AN Y @ud FH F FF 1,10,000 T FfafeeT 8l §, Sia SereT iy

Hier 311 BT B
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Arunachal clan launches drive to conserve endangered ray-finned fish, sustain
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Arunachal clan launches drive to conserve
endangered ray-finned fish, sustain tradition

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

A clan in Arunachal Pra-
desh has launched an in-
itiative to conserve a Hima-
layan ray-finned fish with a
dual purpose: to protect it
from the predatory mah-
seer and to make tradition-
al community fishing sus-
tainable in the long run.

Often referred to as the
‘tiger of the water’ in Hima-
layan and sub-Himalayan
rivers, the mahseer is a
prized sport fish among
anglers.

On June 28, nine mem-
bers of the Sangno clan col-
lected 52 fingerlings of
Schizothorax pelzami,
commonly known as the
Transcaspian  marinka,
from the Lapabung stream
at Talo village under the

Arunachal clan launches drive to conserve endangered ray-finned fish, sustain

tradition

Sangno clan aims to populate a mountain stream in East Kameng
district with the Himalayan ray-finned fish. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Bameng administrative cir-
cle. They released the fin-
gerlings in the Richaso
stream at Weshi, their vil-
lage under the Pakoti ad-
ministrative circle.

The two villages, about
20 km apart and at an aver-
age elevation of 3,400 feet
above sea level, are located

in East Kameng district.
“We introduced the ray-
finned fish of the carp fa-
mily, called Ngarsing in our
Nyishi language, into a
stretch of the Richaso
stream inaccessible to the
mahseer. This increases
the chances of their surviv-
al and breeding,” Amar

Sangno, one of the team
members, told The Hindu
on Wednesday.

Community fishing

He introducing the endan-
gered ray-finned fish into
the stream was a long-felt
need for the Sangno clan to
ensure the sustainability of
community fishing, a tribal
tradition.

After the translocation
mission was completed,
village headman Gajali
Sangno suggested a blan-
ket ban on fishing in Richa-
so for five years to ensure
that the ray-finned fish
reach a population size suf-
ficient for the resumption
of periodic community
fishing. He said the village’s
long-term goals also in-
clude eco-angling and
stream-trail trekking.

IV & UF Fald F HHAEd [FIT-UET ASlT F FIETOT TUT 99T HT T10 @A
#ﬁvaﬂwaﬁﬁm

e Aclan in Arunachal Pradesh has launched an initiative to conserve a Himalayan ray-
finned fish with a dual purpose: to protect it from the predatory mahseer and to make
traditional community fishing sustainable in the long run.

IEOTES ForT o Teh Falel of Ueh AT FRor-g@lt Aselt & 6707 & fov veh gger e I,

ST 2TeRT 32 38 TAIHRY HTfR & arartelr AT YRUR AT HFATAE 1 Srdehrel e

fRFIF ST

o Often referred to as the ‘tiger of the water’ in Himalayan and sub-Himalayan rivers, the
mahseer is a prized sport fish among anglers.

AT 3R 3-feATerlt AfEAY 7 TR ‘ST T ST g STy Aol AR, A Tahsal &

MIEAT & o Al AT @e AG ¢

e On June 28, nine members of the Sangno clan collected 52 fingerlings of Schizothorax
pelzami, commonly known as the Transcaspian marinka, from the Lapabung stream at
Talo village under the Bameng administrative circle.

28 [ T WiIeA) Falel o oAl TEEdT o AT Frrafas Wier & 3T aral Mia FEUe ST
YRT & Schizothorax pelzami ot &1 52 Ry Asfoat (RhrfTw) v i, 5@ F@ETa:
TS Eqg ATRFT gl ST
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o They released the fingerlings in the Richaso stream at Weshi, their village under the
Pakoti administrative circle.

Segiel 3o Iy AT T aridY werrafars wfdver & 3iceT U 39et a1a deft i Rarar arr &
EEU

e The two villages, about 20 km apart and at an average elevation of 3,400 feet above sea
level, are located in East Kameng district.

rarstar 20 faratefet it g ov Feud 3 &\ a1fa &g ool ¥ 3MAdT 3,400 $ie H1 Far$ 0¥ et
F o 7 g £

o “Weintroduced the ray-finned fish of the carp family, called Ngarsing in our Nyishi
language, into a stretch of the Richaso stream inaccessible to the mahseer.”

3egiot T, ‘G 1Y Foot b1 Frvor-uelt Freel, ford gamdy fopeft amrom & =arRf¥er gt ST 8,
Reamal e & 38 fewd 7 olsr ¢ STel #griR 7€t 9g T FheTl”

e ‘“This increases the chances of their survival and breeding,” Amar Sangno, one of the team
members, told The Hindu on Wednesday.

&l & Ueh HE T AT WRAT A JUaR 1 & feeg & gl, ‘S0 3oTeh SHfad W 3R gotetet &y
AT 96 AT & 1"

Community fishing

AHGRAF AcEar@e

e He said introducing the endangered ray-finned fish into the stream was a long-felt need for
the Sangno clan to ensure the sustainability of community fishing, a tribal tradition.

3giel gl foh Teoheare fRoT-aalt Aaell &1 38 URT H SIS Fieal Falet 6 o THT § HeqH
T ST TEY TG ehclT AT, dTfeh STeToTTc g IORT AIHETRT HFATAE I ETehiel oeh ST I@T ST
|

e After the translocation mission was completed, village headman Gajali Sangno suggested
a blanket ban on fishing in Richaso for five years to ensure that the ray-finned fish reach a
population size sufficient for the resumption of periodic community fishing.

FUTATAROT ATHATT G 81t & TG 21 & TEITeT IraiTelt WiaaAt oF Rearat 3 ater ast qo Acrade |
qut gfdeer SraTTer ot Gearar ferm, anfen forvor-adt el i Tear so= 96 g & gEg-gag
HAET AEATEE T & 3R foharr 51T aah|

e He said the village’s long-term goals also include eco-angling and stream-trail trekking.
3giel gl T aTTd & Sreielioieh ofadl & TATaOT-3HeTdhel TITTeT (FhY-TIrfelar) 7T URT-gy fdhar
& anfAer §1
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Army chief unveils road map ‘VIJAY’
for a future-ready, tech-savvy force

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Chief of the Army Staff
General Dhiraj Seth on
Wednesday unveiled a
road map titled “VIJAY”,
outlining his vision for
transforming the Indian
Army into a technology-en-
abled, future-ready force
capable of operating
across multiple domains.
The road map, inspired by
the Defence Minister’s vi-
sion for the Decade of
Transformation, was un-
veiled a day after he as-
sumed charge as the 31st
Chief of the Army Staff.

Calling it a moment of
“great pride and humility”
to lead the Indian Army,
General Seth reaffirmed
his commitment to the
principles of “Duty, Ho-
nour and Nation First” and
thanked the Prime Minis-
ter and the Defence Minis-
ter for reposing their faith
in him.

Describing the Indian
Army as a combat-ready
and battle-hardened force,

5.

AEETY
Stepping forth: General Dhiraj Seth inspects the Guard

Delhi on Wednesday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

the Army Chief said it re-
mains fully prepared to
meet emerging security
challenges.

Explaining the road
map, General Seth said “V”
represents Vigilance, with
emphasis on maintaining
operational readiness and
constant alertness along
the borders. “I” stands for
Innovation and Transfor-
mation, focusing on mod-
ern doctrine, cutting-edge

technologies and capabili-
ty development to keep
pace with the changing
character of warfare. The
letter “J” signifies Jointness
and Integration, highlight-
ing deeper synergy among
the Army, Navy and Air
Force, alongside greater
military-civil fusion
through a Whole-of-Nation
approach to strengthen na-
tional security and contri-
bute to the vision of Viksit

of Honour, at the South Block Lawns, in New

e Y

Bharat 2047. For “A”, he
emphasised Atmanirbhar-
ta, reiterating the Army’s
commitment to indigenous
technologies. “Y” stands
for Yodha First, reflecting
the Army’s focus on every
soldier as its greatest
strength. He said improv-
ing training standards,
technological skills, wel-
fare and empowerment of
veterans and Veer Naris
would be key priorities.

Army chief unveils road map
‘VIJAY’ for a future-ready,
tech-savvy force

T 97T o HfasT & faw
IR, wiefer-warer d= &g
‘VIJAY’ U337 geqd R

e Chief of the Army Staff
General Dhiraj Seth on Wednesday
unveiled a road map titled “VIJAY?”,
outlining his vision for transforming
the Indian Army into a technology-
enabled, future-ready force capable
of operating across multiple
domains.

AT AT STl LS VS & JaR
T “VIJAY” ATHE Teh ASHT JE]dl
e, Toraet st e &t
wlegifor-war, srfasy & faw aw
T g4I AT H FaTA T &

9 A [aTld ¥t & 379601 IR
eI |
The road map, inspired by the Defence Minister’s vision for the Decade of Transformation,
was unveiled a day after he assumed charge as the 31st Chief of the Army Staff.

Ig AsAY T&T #:l HT aRaela & gersh Toell IRehed=lr @ IR § 3R 58 318 yordia 97@ & &7
A YEHR TGUT et & Teh fereT Te; JcIcT feham 1T

Calling it a moment of “great pride and humility” to lead the Indian Army, General Seth
reaffirmed his commitment to the principles of “Duty, Honour and Nation First” and thanked
the Prime Minister and the Defence Minister for reposing their faith in him.

AT el BT A cfcd el “3edel 714 3R FAeTaar” hr 8707 ST §U el W o “heied,
FFAT 3R Tee wafaR” & RAgwid & 9fa e ufdeeyrdr alers aur 39 W faard cged wiat
& ToIT gereras 3R 38T #lt 7 IR egard foha|

Describing the Indian Army as a combat-ready and battle-hardened force, the Army Chief
said it remains fully prepared to meet emerging security challenges.

YO T = HRCATT A1 Y I & T T IR 4T Jeu-3reforeY sief TfTel §T e o T
SR §E &I eAferat 7 FAAT et b fT IO e AR gl

Explaining the road map, General Seth said “V” represents Vigilance, with emphasis on
maintaining operational readiness and constant alertness along the borders.

ﬁgﬂwaﬁrmmgmmﬁm%“w & 7Y Vigilance (@adan) g, foraer 3egeg
HAT3T IR FEATAATeHS de9dT d2T faaR diedT 0 I@ar g

“I” stands for Innovation and Transformation, focusing on modern doctrine, cutting-edge
technologies and capability development to keep pace with the changing character of
warfare.

“I” &1 31¥ Innovation and Transformation (AR T qR&de) &, ST 3Melforeh d g,
Iy fas WeA ATt Far arwdr fra o3 Sfed §, A1 Jeer i seerd vepid & T8 qelr
9 FT anfad X T |
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The letter “J” signifies Jointness and Integration, highlighting deeper synergy among the
Army, Navy and Air Force, alongside greater military-civil fusion through a Whole-of-
Nation approach to strengthen national security and contribute to the vision of Viksit
Bharat 2047.

“J” &7 318 Jointness and Integration (HYFAT Ud THIFION) &, ST gordal, AaT 3R argdar
& e 9TE FH=AY, Y &1 WFYOT WS Gf¥eahIor (Whole-of-Nation Approach) & ATETH &
31T JeF-ATIRE FHaT TR Tl &1 8, TTad UG et gae &) T A fa sa 2047
IR I Tl el |

For “A”, he emphasised Atmanirbharta, reiterating the Army’s commitment to indigenous
technologies.

“A” & fIT 3ogiel 3meRfasiRar o aof feam 3R dar Fr Fageh sigafafeat & ufa sfascuar
AR

“Y” stands for Yodha First, reflecting the Army’s focus on every soldier as its greatest
strength.

“Y” & 7Y Yodha First (AT GafIR) §, ST 38 910 & GATAT & o 1 Tdsh dferas 1 3191
oY 79 AfFT AT

He said improving training standards, technological skills, welfare and empowerment of
veterans and Veer Naris would be key priorities.

3egiol ohgl o WTRARTOT AT, AHelreht Pierel, FeAor, U7 7a et i dr st &
FRATFARUT ST Fafed ITATHSHAT & S|
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Govt. asks WhatsApp to put
username feature on hold

Ministry expresses concern that it may lead to increase in spam and impersonation cases; it seeks

detailed explanation within three days; Meta says the update will come with safety measures

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

hatsApp’s new
w username fea-
ture — which

will allow users to interact
without exposing their
phone numbers — is draw-
ing scepticism from the Un-
ion government, with a se-
nior official saying on
Wednesday that the go-
vernment is worried about
the potential for spam and
impersonation. The go-
vernment has sent a notice
to WhatsApp, asking it to
put the feature on hold for
the time being.

The Centre told the firm
“to furnish a detailed ex-
planation on the ‘user-
names’ feature within
three days,” and to avoid
proceeding until “detailed
consultations” were held,
the official said.

“It is felt that the feature
may materially increase the
incidence of online fraud,
phishing, digital arrest
scams and impersonation
attacks, by enabling bad ac-
tors to solicit and message
victims,” the Ministry of
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology said in the

Q It is felt that
the feature
may materially in-
crease the incidence of
online fraud, phishing,
digital arrest scams and
impersonation at-
tacks. by enabling
bad actors to so-
licit and message
victims
CENTRE

Q To help

control
who can reach you
on WhatsApp with
your username,
we've built an
optional
username key
that others will
need to know
to message you
META

notice addressed to What-
sApp’s chief compliance of-
ficer in India, a copy of
which The Hindu reviewed.

The feature is similar to
the ones available on other
apps such as Telegram and
Signal, where users can
chat without sharing their
phone numbers. “When
someone new walks into
your life — a classmate, a
neighbour, someone you
meet at an event — sharing
a phone number can feel
like a big step,” Meta, which
owns WhatsApp, said in an
announcement earlier this
week. “That’s because a
phone number is personal
and it’s tied to so many
parts of your life. Some-

times you just want to chat
without handing over your
digits.”

“The ability to use a
username is not yet live
and will roll out slowly later
this year,” a WhatsApp spo-
kesperson said. “To protect
against  impersonation,
we’ve held the highest-pro-
file names — think public fi-
gures, government entities,
celebrities, verified Meta
accounts — so they can only
ever be claimed by their
legitimate owners and loo-
kalike derivatives of known
names are held as well.” Us-
ers can choose whether or
not to reply to unknown ac-
counts, and their origin
country will be displayed,

Govt. Asks WhatsApp to Put Username Feature on Hold
WHR o FIEANT & JoiH JIAuT FI eergrer kel HT FeT

the firm added. The feature
would come with in-built
spam detection features,
such as disclosing to mes-
sage recipients what coun-
try a phone number is
from, Meta said in its an-
nouncement. “To help con-
trol who can reach you on
WhatsApp with your user-
name, we’ve built an op-
tional username key that
others will need to know to
message you,” it had said.
WhatsApp has increas-
ingly come under the
Centre’s scrutiny. Last year,
the Department of Tele-
communications directed
Meta to ensure users can-
not access the app without
the registered SIM being ac-
tive on the device and to
log out WhatsApp Web us-
ers every six hours. While
the latter mandate was
rolled back, the former re-
mains. While the firm has
resisted compromises on
its end-to-end encryption
for messages — by challeng-
ing a part of the IT Rules
before the Delhi High Court
— Meta has signaled a more
cooperative attitude in
more recent years, such as
by moving to comply with
the SIM binding directions.

e Ministry expresses concern that it may lead to an increase in spam and impersonation

cases.

FATT & AT e &1 § o 38 T 3R wfawor (gwawfaereT) & Aol 7 9ef2 gl dench ¢
e It seeks a detailed explanation within three days.
TR o eller et o e farecr Taséentor Al &

e Meta says the update will come with safety measures.

ﬁawm%%mgﬁmm&wwwﬁ?mw@rml
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WhatsApp’s new username feature — which will allow users to interact without exposing
their phone numbers — is drawing scepticism from the Union government, with a senior
official saying on Wednesday that the government is worried about the potential for spam and
impersonation.

SICHNT I 1S JoRAH FiaT, [S1eeh ATCTH q 3UGRThAT 30T BT e T foh T
AT T Hehal, T oI g TEHR o HGE ST 9T ¢ | JUAR T Teh TS TN o gl
o TRAR I T 3R wfawaor Hr Goraansit &1 o Rarg|

The government has sent a notice to WhatsApp, asking it to put the feature on hold for the
time being.
IR = SICHNT I ANEH ST A ThelgTer 58 FIALT &l A19] o A & fIT e 8|

The Centre told the firm “to furnish a detailed explanation on the ‘usernames’ feature within
three days,” and to avoid proceeding until “detailed consultations” were held, the official
said.

ORI & AR, g THR o it & et et & sy Foraswr ghawr ) faeqa sosdieior
T e AT “RIEqer TRl 81t e S8 o9 o it bl el ¢

“It is felt that the feature may materially increase the incidence of online fraud, phishing,
digital arrest scams and impersonation attacks, by enabling bad actors to solicit and

message victims,” the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology said in the
notice addressed to WhatsApp’s Chief Compliance Officer in India.

FAFCHATH Ud Yot TIGATAAT FAET 7 3R H SFICHIT oh HET HeTareret JTARRY I o1
T Afed & el o I8 glawn sitaerger arames:, R, Bfoee sRwe erat qur wfawgor
FAET I T H Sel@elT oo T Hehcll ©, F1Teh SHH @A doa Henfad Nt &
A & GUF X Gehal |

The feature is similar to those available on apps such as Telegram and Signal, where users
can chat without sharing their phone numbers.

Ig giaur et 3R Rearer S 0oF & 3T SFaEUT & A §, ST61 SUFIThell 3T Bt
AT A1 R 9= STa<ha R T

“When someone new walks into your life — a classmate, a neighbour, someone you meet
at an event — sharing a phone number can feel like a big step,” Meta, which owns
WhatsApp, said in an announcement earlier this week.

$H AdE SIRI U BT 3 SICHNY I TTTHc dTell shdell AT o Hgl, “STd AT Siidel H s
1T WETSY, TS AT R FriwA & TR safad 3T §, O 39T B ST TTSHT T Ueh 987
FCH Tl &1 FhdT 2 1”

“That’s because a phone number is personal and it’s tied to so many parts of your life.”

“UHT AT & Fifeh BT e e TFANT SR ¢ R g Tk SfeteT o 3Heieh Tgel3it & ST
g gl

“Sometimes you just want to chat without handing over your digits.”
‘-l 3T haol STaIT HLAT I8 &, [T 37917 o) Gre fHw)”

“The ability to use a username is not yet live and will roll out slowly later this year,” a
WhatsApp spokesperson said.

SICHYY & Tl o hel, “YIALAH T STLNT il b1 Giam 3780 3ueletr 761 ¢ A sAsaag &
37 s TRUTECY ek @ 9] fohaT Sirwe|”

“To protect against impersonation, we’ve held the highest-profile names — think public
figures, government entities, celebrities, verified Meta accounts — so they can only ever

be claimed by their legitimate owners and lookalike derivatives of known names are held as
well.”

Segiel ohel, “ITawTor & et o [T e wrdstfares g a2, avhrlt awamsit, dfafed), qar
AT #er @rdl § 53 97T 17 FRIVT T €, TR SeTehl 3TN shdel 3eih dTEcIdeh TaTHT &Y
F T | FoToh FaTeT feet arer of1a o FRfare T 1w §1”
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e Users can choose whether or not to reply to unknown accounts, and their country of origin
will be displayed, the firm added.

AT o1 gl Toh STNIThcll TE Gl Hehel foh I AT WAl T IR oAl WTee! & AT A6, AT T
Tl T 3 &er 3 Tefie foram seam|

e The feature would come with in-built spam detection features, such as disclosing to
message recipients what country a phone number is from, Meta said in its announcement.

AT o 3= ENTOT & gl 7o 58 FrauT H AT e T qgareT Forrel graf, fSrereh e deer
HTCehdll 3T TE STTeTehrT off & SITuelt o ®Yet siay for e or & G &1

e “To help control who can reach you on WhatsApp with your username, we’ve built an
optional username key that others will need to know to message you,” it had said.

YT oF &g, “WWW%W%WWWW%WM@WW
T T HhT §, G Tah Joh ok TgRaAH Frofl e At 1 &, TSRy STetet & aer &1 1S ey
T AT Fohar|”

e WhatsApp has increasingly come under the Centre’s scrutiny.
FIEANT AT $& TAT § &g THR AT 96T [HIREA F G A g

e Last year, the Department of Telecommunications directed Meta to ensure users cannot
access the app without the registered SIM being active on the device and to log out
WhatsApp Web users every six hours.

oo o qrareR R & Aer #r fder i or o suaerehdt defiehet Rw & wfshar gu faetm g
T 3UART o I Heh JAT SFIECHANT AT 3TATRATHT Sl TAF Bg b¢ H Tad: et 3m3¢ fwhar s

e While the latter mandate was rolled back, the former remains.

gTeilTeh ST¢ aTell foder aray o forr a2, Siferst uger facer 373 off gomaY §1

e While the firm has resisted compromises on its end-to-end encryption for messages — by
challenging a part of the IT Rules before the Delhi High Court — Meta has signalled a more
cooperative attitude in recent years, such as by moving to comply with the SIM binding
directions.

mﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ?&ﬁ%@-g—ﬁgmm@wgﬁmmwﬁmm§va@mﬁ$w
STaenTe i feeelt 3T FaraTery Gl &1 8, T ot g1er o ot & Aer o ey agfEer el
TACGRIT T ITeleT el ST hGH 3T 3T8h TAIcHS W HI Tohd 1GAT g |

ED’s powers under PMLA over insolvency
BGS Ili: Internal Security moratorium upheld
ED’s powers under PMLA over .
insolvency moratorium upheld ~ Tearferamaer Fuarer srafer 9¥ PMLA & 3feeie ED

The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal &I Ql'ﬁ'?ﬂﬂ Lal IR I IGT g1

(NCLAT) has said that the moratorium available
to companies undergoing insolvency
proceedings cannot be used to shield assets

alleged to be proceeds of crimes, while e The National Company Law Appellate
upholding actions taken by the Enforcement Tribunal (NCLAT) has said that the moratorium
Directorate (ED) under the Prevention of Money available to companies undergoing insolvency
Laundering Act (PMLA) against Siddhi Vinayak proceedings cannot be used to shield assets alleged
Logistics. It said if there had been any to be proceeds of crimes.

attachment by the ED, then the adjudicatory o 3 R

mechanism created under the PMLA alone would = Foelt fafey srdeia (NCLAT) A FEE
have jurisdiction to deal with it. “Tribunals o fearelr FREEY ¥ 5T W) HUTRAT i 3T
constituted under the IBC are not forums which 2

can entertain any plea against the ED,” it said. en feeere (Moratorium) T 3UTeT 3T9Ter ¥ rfore 3ma

(Proceeds of Crime) glet & 3TRIT dTell HYferaY sl TRETOT
St & forw =gt fovam ST dahdT|
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The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) has said that the moratorium
available to companies undergoing insolvency proceedings cannot be used to shield
assets alleged to be proceeds of crimes, while upholding actions taken by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
against Siddhi Vinayak Logistics.

TE 9= fafer srdfiefier =amenfravor (NCLAT) o Rigftr femas aifafeesa & favey e
aereT fawer sffags (PMLA) & dgd yada fRaemea™ (ED) ganT I 315 HRATs &l sRaRR
W?W%WW@@W@W&#WW(Moratorium)W

YT TR & 3T 3T gt o 3R aTell AU fRraT I TRETOT ot o ToT 18T TohaT 1T TehdT|

It said if there had been any attachment by the ED, then the adjudicatory mechanism
created under the PMLA alone would have jurisdiction to deal with it.

35 gl foh IS ED ZaRT IS Fht (Attachment) H1 1S , oY 38& Haftra HHeT R dharel
PMLA & 37ceTa Tniid =arafaviasr a (Adjudicatory Mechanism) &T g 1R
(Jurisdiction) graT|

“Tribunals constituted under the IBC are not forums which can entertain any plea
against the ED,” it said.

391 g, “IBC & 3idaTd IS «araaaor (Tribunals) U8 #T o161 § oif ED & Taeeer fomdlr o

IIRAFT (Plea) W TTAR HT Toh |”
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